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A Word from Mayor Hutto...

October is a special time in Wilson County —
the air turns crisp, our community comes
alive with fall events, and families gather to
enjoy all that this season has to offer. I'm
grateful for the hard work of so many who
make our county a great place to live, work,
and play. From our schools and local
businesses to our first responders and
volunteers, your efforts keep our community
strong.

As we move into the last few months of the
year, let’s continue to look out for one
another, support our neighbors, and celebrate
the blessings we share here in Wilson
County.

Wishing you a safe and enjoyable October!
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Commissioner Spotlight: Wilson County

Chad Barnard LANDFILL
District 4
MONDAYS - FRIDAYS
7:00 AM - 3:00 PM

ALL LOADS MUST BE
CHECKED INTO THE SCALE
- HOUSE BY 2:30 P.M.

Cont et
INFORMATION

Phone: (615) 474-6552

HALLOWEEN SAFET

PRACTICE STREET SAFETY
* Remind children to look both woys before crossing the street, use crosswolks, ond stoy on sidewolks
whenever possible.
j with your lights on. Be on the lookout for children crossing the street quickly in

undesignoted Crossing orneos

BE VISIBLE

s Only cpprooch well-lit homes with o porch light on. Never enter o stronger’s home of 0 vehicle

* Corry o floshlight or odd reflective top and treot buckets

TRICK OR TREAT IN A GROUP

e Use the buddy system ond be sure children stoywithar

* Designote 0 meetup spot orf plon in cose ¢

TREATS

* Avoid eating homemaode treats. Only eat poackaged ond sealed treats

COSTUME SAFETY

* Try on costumes early. Be sure costumes and shoes fit properly to avoid tripping

¢ Apply makeup in 0 smoll areo ohead of time, 1o be sure no reoction occwrs

mation on Holloween sofety, visit www.nsc.org
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DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE
AWARENESS

MONTH

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE HOTLINE
CALL 1-800-799-7233
OR TEXT “START” TO 88788

OCTOBER

THERE IS HOPE

OCTOBER IS A MONTH OF

AWARENESS
October is a month dedicated to

raising awareness for several
Important causes that impact
families and communities
everywhere. It is recognized as
Breast Cancer Awareness
Month, a time to honor
survivors, remember those
we’ve lost, and encourage
regular screenings that can
save lives through early
detection. Across the nation,
communities come together
wearing pink, hosting walks, and
sharing stories to spread hope
and the importance of
prevention.

October is also observed as
Domestic Violence Awareness
Month and National Bullying
Prevention Month, reminding us
to stand united against violence
and mistreatment in all forms.
These observances call us to
support victims, promote
kindness, and create safer
spaces in our homes, schools,
and neighborhoods. By shining
a light on these issues, we can
work together to build a
community where respect,
compassion, and safety are at
the heart of every relationship.
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PROTECT YOURSELF
THIS FLU SEASON

Getting your flu shot each
ear is one of the
simplest ways to protect
yourself, your family, and
our community from
serious illness. The
accine helps reduce the
spread of the flu, lessens
symptoms if you do get
sick, and lowers the risk
of complications,
especially for young
children, older adults,

DO YOU KNOW AN OUTSTANDING

COMMUNITY VOLUNTEER WHO and those with health
DESERVES STATEWIDE conditions. By staying up
REC?SQ%%Tﬁ%Fé{EEgﬁFM'O. to date on your flu shot,
™ o e you're helping keep
PO ® ° ®ee?® . )
PO c » @ everyone healthier during
o ‘¢’ the peak of flu season.

(]
U N E LIVE MUSIC
FOOD TRUCKS
W SILENT AUCTION
VENDORS

* GAMES

BRING
YOUR DOG:

MEET
SOME OLD
FRIENDS!

GHARLIE
DANIELS

PARK

SAT OCT. 4™

A DOGG
GIOD
S

> 48
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WILSON COUNTY TEEN PUBLISHES @‘ﬂx
BOOK AFTER MOVING FROM OVERSEAS ‘%\“

A remarkable story has emerged from Wilson County: a Wilson Central High
School sophomore, who moved to Middle Tennessee from overseas less than
a year ago, has already become a published author. Despite the immense
challenge of adjusting to life in a new country and mastering the English
language, Shriyam Dhungana not only navigated these hurdles but also
transformed the experience into a compelling written work. His swift
adaptation and creative expression reflect both resilience and ambition.

Through publishing this book, Shriyam hopes to offer solace and
encouragement to classmates and peers who may be experiencing similar
transitions. The story highlights how confronting change head-on—whether
language barriers or cultural adjustments—can lead to unexpected
achievements and serve as inspiration for others in the community.

If you would like to read the book for yourself, check out this link!

https:// www.amazon.com/Ash-Beneath-Sky-Surface-Dead/dp/BOFKZK4BFR

DHUNGANA
- ‘.. . )
g7
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Wilsou C'ounty Saturday SPM-10PM

DUCKY R R Celeni
RBY{ vwdngNTER

with guest, Mayor
Randall Hutto

every 3/‘&( /New{ay
of The meulh
around 7:50am

Be sure to tune in and stay y
to date on the late
happenings in Wilson Count

YOU'RE INVITED TO

CANCER

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 30TH

Gz”ving up

is not an
 option!

THE EAST WEST BUILDING AT
THE JAMES E. WARD
AGRICULTURE CENTER

Know the symptoms
and get checked today!
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TN PROMISE APPLICATIONS ARE NOW OPEN FOR
THE CLASS OF 2026!

The Tennessee Higher Education Commission (THEC) has officially opened
the Tennessee Promise application for the high school graduating Class of 2026.
Students can apply now at CollegeforTN.org/tnpromise. The deadline to submit
applications is Monday, November 3, 2025.

Tennessee Promise is one of the state’s landmark college-access initiatives,
offering eligible students' tuition-free education at Tennessee’s 13 community
colleges, 23 TCAT campuses, and select four-year institutions that offer
associate degree programs. Importantly, while Cumberland University is a
private four-year university, it participates fully in TN Promise—accepting the
state tuition rate for students enrolling in its two-year associate degree
programs.

Located right here in Lebanon, Cumberland University uniquely blends the
benefits of a small-campus university environment with the affordability of TN
Promise. Students can complete a two-year associate degree tuition-free under
Tennessee Promise and, through Cumberland's “2-to-4" transition, move
seamlessly into a bachelor’s program—often supported further by scholarships
such as the Phoenix or Cumberland Promise to reduce costs for the remaining
two years.

This initiative also serves as the gateway to Tennessee’s new Direct
Admissions Pilot Program, which will automatically admit eligible seniors into in-
state public and private colleges—including Cumberland—based on academic
data. This simplifies and accelerates the college enrollment process.

As always, Tennessee Promise isn’t just financial aid—it includes
mentorship, community service requirements (16 hours per year), and academic
support via partners like tnAchieves and The Ayers Foundation Trust.
Cumberland further enhances support with dedicated retention staff, academic
advising, and help navigating TN Promise requirements on campus

Last year brought record-breaking applications statewide, and THEC hopes
to exceed that milestone again with the Class of 2026. With Cumberland
University right here in Lebanon accepting TN Promise students into its
associate degree program, local students have a fantastic opportunity to pursue
higher education tuition-free, enjoy a rich campus life, and continue toward a
four-year degree—all with built-in support and affordability.

For more information, eligibility details, or to complete your application, visit
CollegeforTN.org/tnpromise.
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THE BOYS AND
GIRLS CLUB’S FIRST
WILSON COUNTY
LOCATION IS
COMING SOON!

The Boys & Girls Club of Wilson County,
an Affiliate of The Boys & Girls Clubs of
Rutherford County has officially launched!
Advisory Board members and community
leaders gathered on September 19th to
celebrate with a cake cutting at The
Lebanon Wilson County Chamber of
Commerce. The Board's focus is now on
fundraising and securing a great location
to help Wilson County kids thrive! Donate
today and stay informed about this
project by visiting
https://www.bgcrc.net/lebanon-boys-girls-
club/ and follow them on Facebook for
updates!

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR THOSE
AFFECTED BY HURRICANE HELENE

It's been one year since the devastating Hurricane Helene. The TN Department of Revenue
announced that folks impacted by the storm could be eligible for a sales tax refund through
the Natural Disaster Sales Tax Relief program. Claimants may request a refund of
Tennessee sales tax paid on certain items purchased to replace damaged or destroyed
items. Claimants must provide documentation verifying the assistance they received from
FEMA. Survivors have a year after receiving their FEMA letter to apply. A free webinar was
held in September to discuss eligibility and requirements. The webinar was recorded and
can be found on TN Dept. of Revenue’s website at www.tn.gov/revenue along with other

helpful information.




FREE FLU SHOTS!

The Wilson County Health Department of the
Tennessee Department of Health will be
providing free flu shots, from 8:00 a.m. to
4:00 p.m., on Tuesday, Oct. 21, 2025,
participating in the statewide 2025 Fight Flu
prevention effort.

We want to protect people in our communities
from the flu and receiving your annual flu
shot is the best way to protect yourself and
those around you. No appointments will be
needed to receive a free flu vaccine and flu
vaccine will be free to anyone who wants to
receive it at the Wilson County Health
Department and all other local health
departments across the state on October
21°, 2025.

Free flu shots will also be available in the
Education Building over at the fairgrounds on
that same day, where there will also be
community partners with resources, free car
seat inspections by our trained CHANT team,
and a coat drive so that we can help and
prepare anyone that might need a layer or
two to keep them warm in the cold weather to
come. This event will be from 10:00 a.m. to
2:00 p.m.

The flu virus is highly contagious and
pregnant women, infants, the elderly, and
people with certain medical conditions are at
the highest risk of severe complications from
the flu. To prevent the spread of the flu virus
to others, follow precautions such as proper
hygiene and handwashing, cover your coughs
or sneezes with a tissue or your elbow, and
stay at home if you are sick.

Participants that are interested in getting
their free flu shot just need to park, walk into
the health department or the education
building at the fairgrounds, fill out some

paperwork, and then a nurse
will administer the shot. All
participants will have to wait
15 minutes in case of an
adverse reaction, and then
they will be good to go.

For more information contact
the Wilson County Health
Department at 615-444-
5325.
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Recognizing
Recovery Month )

In September, | signed a joint [z
proclamation with the City of i j’
Lebanon Mayor Rick Bell, City of L2 J
Mt. Juliet Mayor James Maness,
and City of Watertown Mayor
Mike Jennings in signing a
proclamation recognizing
Recovery Month in Wilson
County.

Recovery Month is a reminder‘
that healing is possible, support ‘
is powerful, and together we can = ST
break the stigma around
addiction and recovery.

City of Mt. Juliet Mayor
James Maness and City of
Watertown Mayor Mike Jennings
were not able to be present for
the photo, but | greatly
appreciate their support in this
important effort.

A special thanks to Tammy
Grow with DrugFree WilCo and
109 Church of Christ for their
tireless work in raising
awareness and supporting those
on the journey of recovery.

Together, we stand united in
hope and healing for our
community.

Thanks to Kenny Martin and
Marty Potts for joining us to
commemorate Recovery Month.
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AS FOOTBALL SEASON
BEGINS, REMEMBER YOUR
SAFETY IS THE ULTIMATE
WIN

@ Your safety matters! Don’t drink and

% drive, and never text behind the
wheel. Driving responsibly not only
| protects you but also everyone on

" the road. Before you head out,

j check smartway.tn.gov for real-time

P4 traffic updates and possible delays

that could affect your route—so you

can plan ahead and make it to

— kickoff on time. A little caution goes

am 2 lOong way in keeping our roads

safe and ensuring you enjoy the
Y game without any worries

m ~oe

Make Sure Increase
Windshield Buckle Up! Following
Wipers Work Distance

SUMMER

4 may be winding down,

but the risk for child

y

remains!

Emergency
Turn Around, Kit in the

Don’t Drown! Car
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WHY YOUR FAMILY
SHOULD BE
EMERGENCY
PREPARED

Families need to be emergency
prepared because emergencies
and disasters—such as natural
events (storms, floods,
earthquakes), accidents, or
unexpected crises—can happen
suddenly and disrupt daily life.
Being prepared helps ensure the
safety and well-being of every
family member by enabling
quick, calm, and organized
responses.

Preparedness can reduce panic,
prevent injuries, and save lives
by making sure families have
essential supplies (like food,
water, medications), important
documents, communication

do in various situations. It also

helps families recover faster and

minimize stress during and after
an emergency. Ultimately,
emergency preparedness
empowers families to protect
themselves and support each
other when facing unpredictable
challenges
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plans, and knowledge of what to \

‘ WILSON COUNTY MAYOR

Meetth#?
Mayor

Randall Hutto \\
Mt. Juliet:

Mt. Juliet Chamber of
Commerce

2055 N. Mt. Juliet Rd, Ste 200
Mt. Juliet, TN 37122

8:30AM - 9:30AM

Watertown:
The Depot Junction Cafe
Depot Ave.
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.

i
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The County Connection | page 12



I
Supporting Fire Safety Education in Wilson Co.

Thanks to the generosity of our community, recent donations to the
National Fire Safety Council (NFSC) have made it possible for Wilson
County Emergency Management Agency (WEMA) and the Lebanon Fire
Department to provide life-saving fire safety materials to every school
in Wilson County.

These educational resources are an important tool for our local
firefighters, allowing them to teach students how to prevent fires,
respond in an emergency, and make safe choices at home and in the
community. By investing in fire safety education today, we are helping
protect our children and families for years to come.

Donations are made locally and then forwarded to the NFSC, where
funds are used to produce the materials that come right back into our
schools through our firefighters. This program is only possible because
of the continued support from local businesses and individuals who
believe in the importance of fire safety.

If you would like to join in supporting this effort, please reach out for
more information:

“ PlIO@wilsonema.org.
“ amanda.goins@lebanontn.org

Together, we can keep Wilson County safe—one classroom at a time.
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JPICKLES FOR PU
4 PICKLEBALL

DEPARTMENT INVITES YOU TO OUR /
@4 TOURNAMENT ;::,
Q The pickleball tournament
\

WILSON COUNTY HEALTH

is open to all skill levels and
supports local shelter pets!
Enjoy food, furry friends,

and awesome prizes at this
OCTOBER 21, 2025 paw-some event!

10AM-2PM

WILSON COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
927 E BADDOUR PKWY., LEBANON, TN. 37087

You will also have the 5 To donate or for more

opportunity to learn more + information please contact:
.

Jacqueline Guerra GAMES START AT 8AM

jacqueline.guerra@tn.gov

. L eisareern SATURDAY OCT 4TH >
P = CHARLIE DANIELS PARK MT. JULM

We will also have free flu ~
Brittany McGuire 4

brittany.n e@tr :
rittany.mcguire@tn.gov r CEDARSTONE {ﬁ

615-444-5325
MT. JULIET
3

EMPYYWER ME CEN'I'ER

about the programs and

services available to your

shots and car seat safety

information.

ALk nog,;/

. "0 V', D

THURSDAY | NOVEMBER 6TH| 6:00PM
PRESENTED BY

THEATEL
UL TOR ABY o1

TO LEARN MORE CONTACT MICHELLEHILL@QEMPOWERMECENTER.COM
OR VISIT WWW.EMPOWERMECENTER.COM
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ATTENTION WILSON CO. :
EMPLOYEES Fall Break for wilson

The Annual Wilson County Employee Co. and Lebanon

Halloween Costume Contest will be held on SPEC"B( Schools
Friday, October 31st from 9:00-10:00am! Stop

by Mayor Hutto’s office in the Courthouse to OCt‘ 6th thrU OCt‘ 13th
show off your costume. Representatives from \

our local Pinnacle Bank will be present to
judge the costumes. The prize will also be
sponsored by Pinnacle. We can’t wait to see
everyone’s  costumes!  Email  Brooke
Cummings or Sara Davenoprt in Mayor
Hutto’s office for questions.

SPONSORED
BY

18 Oct 1985
Nintendo released the

Nintendo Entertainment
System (NES) in the USA.

CONTACT BROOKRE OR SARA IN THE
MAYOR'S OFFICE FOR QUESTIONS
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on Your Retirement - :
CONGRATULATIONS TO
Sharror sHARRON OWENS OF THE
BUILDING AND MAINTENANCE
DEPARTMENT ON HER /.
MENT!

— -
E

i

ey Nato” | |
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WHAT’S HAPPENING IN YOUR COMMUNITY?

g B 'S B W
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g Costume Contest - Food Trucks - . 1 .
MDA " yoyrides-pesting200-  f ScAN" | AR HISTORIC
- Inflatables - Vendors - ME! W il s WATERTOWN
Lots of CANDY #ome= BN - VIR

DS,
\ v M) . nax org

G | ONE
YARD SALE

& ARTISAN MARKET

SHOPPING - MUSIC
FOOD - BEER GARDEN

OCT.04|9AM - 3PM FERME

SCAN FOR VENDOR . ik %:.'—'““5"’
INFORMATION T

MLYS@WATERTOWNTN.COM E - 'ﬁ
¢ WATERTOWNTN.COM/EVENTS =
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James E. Ward Ag Center
945 E. Baddour Pkwy, Lebanon, TN 37087
Fiddlersgrovetn.com

TICKETS A
THEDOOR
r 5& UNDER £,
6-12- $5.00 j RAIN OR SHiNE
5 & UNDER FREE
RAIN OR SHINE

Great turnout for the September 16" Looking into the Future session
about emergency management systems. | appreciate not only those in
attendance but everyone who worked to make this event happen. From
Sponsors and panelists to vendors and those working behind the
scenes, thank you for having a part in keeping our citizens informed of
the great things happening in EMS throughout or county. ’ &7‘

N

11.1.2025

PLEASE JOIN US FOR THE

BENEFIT
Toall
VET GALA

QS&/&{W/@ Oer ”é{m‘m{f i
&0

92:30PM - 9:30PM

TICKET PRICING: VETERANS $50/NON-VETERAN $100/ TABLE SPONSOR $1250
TICKETS AVAILABLE IN PERSON AT WILSON COUNTY VETERANS SERVICE OFFICE
304 EAST MAIN STREET.LEBANON.TN
MONDAY - FRIDAY BAM- 1PM

THE MILL
EDGERTON HALL
300 NORTH MAPLE STREET
LEBANON,TN,37087

’. < \
FORMAL ATTIRE & | &,

The Cou\nty Connection | page‘18




Taste of Wilson County is not just about delicious food, but also a powerful way to
support our local teachers. The proceeds of the event directly benefit the Wilson
County Business & Education Coalition, a Division of The Lebanon Wilson County
Chamber of Commerce. The Wilson County Business & Education Coalition uses these
funds for the annual Teacher Grant Extra Mile Educator Program. These grants provide
essential funding for classroom resources, projects, and professional development
which help our local teachers continue their phenomenal work.

The 16th annual Taste of Wilson County has been scheduled for Thursday, October
23rd, 2025. Taste of Wilson County is sponsored by Wilson Bank & Trust.

The event will be held outdoors on the Wilson Bank & Trust West Lawn in Lebanon.
The event time 5:30 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. Attendance for the event each year has been
an average of 1,200 people, so this is a great opportunity to showcase your business
as a sponsor, restaurant or marketplace vendor.

Registration links and additional information can be found at
TasWiIanount .com.

— Py

Samples from 50+ Food Vendors | Family-Friendly Activities | Teacher Discounts
o . TN O G ™Y

TICKETS:
$40 VIP | $30 Adult
S ‘v» $20 Teacher | $10 Child

<> - 5 & Under: FREE

¥ - _5

Wilson Bank & Trust West Lawn  Title Sponsor LEBANON
WILSON COUNTY

623 West Main Street MAMBER ‘6% COMMERCE
5:30 - 8:00PM Wl LSON c ém
Bank (JTrust ==

Visit www.TasteOfWilsonCounty.com for more information
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Bt Knowledge Empowers. ‘ Wilson County EMA

Hosted by:

Community Connects.

Location:
@ WEMA Training Center
Get a behind-the-scenes look at your in Lebanon

local fire, EMS, and rescue operations

Try on gear, pull a fire hose, and see other T,
demonstrations. 6-8 weeks (1

Learn how WEMA handles severe weather, @ evening per wgek +1
disasters, and emergencies Saturday session) 2-
Meet special teams: Hazmat, Dive, Rope 3 hours per session
Rescue, and more.

Discover how volunteers like DART, HAM
Radio, and Rehab support our department
Optional CPR or Stop the Bleed classes

may be offered.
SCAN HERE IF e
INTERESTED
\*Ei' S S¥ Y

When: Dates TBD

\. 615-444-8777
extension 104

><] PIO@wilsonema.org
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()ctober IS
Archives Wontt

Tennessee Governor Bill Lee has officially
proclaimed October as Archives Month in
Tennessee, a time set aside to recognize the
Importance of preserving our state’s rich
history. Archives play a vital role in protecting
records, documents, and stories that connect
us to our past and guide our future.

Here in Wilson County, we are fortunate to
have our own dedicated Archivist, Linda
Granstaff, along with her team of committed
volunteers. Their tireless efforts ensure that our
county’s records are carefully preserved,
organized, and made available for future
generations to learn from and appreciate. From
safeguarding historic documents to assisting
researchers and families in uncovering their
heritage, their work is an essential part of
keeping Wilson County’s story alive.

As we celebrate Archives Month, let’s take
a moment to thank Linda and her team for
their service to our community, and let's
remember the importance of preserving the
history that shapes who we are today.
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2. SUPPORT WILSON RIDES, INC. BY
*PURGHASING A SPEGIALTY

LICENSE PLATE -
WORK HARD,

INFO AVAILABLE IN THE

WILSON CO. CLERK’S OFFICE B l: I( I N l_), A N l)

228 E. Main St. Lebanon

615.444.0314 A M A Z I N G
THINGS WILL
W

HAPPEN.

Conan O'Brien

your plate, their independence
TN Department of
Safety &
Homeland Security

The REAL ID Act of 2005 established minimum security standards for license
issuance and production. These standards provide an additional level of security to
protect your identity. It also prohibits Federal agencies from accepting driver
licenses and ID cards from states that do not meet the Act’'s minimum standards.
Beginning May 7, 2025, everyone must have a REAL ID license or passport to enter
certain Federal buildings, military bases and nuclear power plants or board
commercial flights within the United States.

How to make an appointment for real id?

Federal law requires REAL ID applications to be made in person. If you have a
Tennessee Driver License or ID, you can apply for a REAL ID at a Driver Services
Center or participating County Clerks. If you do not have a Tennessee Driver
License or ID, you can apply for a REAL ID at a full-service Driver Services Center.
Save time at the Driver Services Center by scheduling an appointment to get your
REAL ID. visit https://tndscappt.cxmflow.com/ to make your appointment.
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