STATE OF TENNESSEE, WILSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS, OCTOBER 15, 2007:

Be it remembered that the regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners October 15, 2007, the same being the Third Monday in said month.

There was present and presiding the Honorable Chairman Robert Dedman; Jim Goodall, County Clerk; and a quorum of County Commissioners to wit:

Wendell Marlowe, Ken Holland, Fred Weston, Jim Emberton, Carolyn Thompson, Kenny Reich, Don Franklin, Frank Bush, Gary Tarpley, Bill Patton, Bob Neal, Billy Rowland,  Jeff Joines, Mike Justice, Gilbert Graves, Gary Keith, Adam Bannach, L. T. Jenkins, Annette Stafford, Eugene Murray, Heather Scott, Bernie Ash, and Paul Abercrombie.

The Board of Commissioners was opened in the form of law at 7:00 P.M. when the following proceedings were had and entered to wit:

A prayer was given by Commissioner Rowland; everyone said the pledge to the flag, which was led by Commissioner Keith.

The Clerk called the roll showing 23 present and 2 absent.

Roll Call Page________

Commissioner Marlowe gave the Steering Committee Report and moved that said report be received and filed, seconded by Commissioner Patton.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.

Steering Committee Report Page ________

Commissioner Marlowe made a motion to adopt the Agenda, seconded by Commissioner Graves.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.

Agenda Page ________

No Consent Agenda was presented at his time.
Commissioner Joines recognized Doug Botary with CTAS as being the representative for Wilson County.

Commissioner Stafford gave the Minutes Committee Report and moved that said report be received and filed, seconded by Commissioner Jenkins.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.

Minutes Committee Report Page ________

Commissioner Bannach made a motion to dispense with the reading of the minutes, seconded by Commissioner Holland.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.

No report was given at this time by the Emergency Management Committee
Jerry McFarland gave the Emergency Management Director’s Report.  Commissioner Patton made a motion that said report be received and filed, seconded by Commissioner Thompson.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.

Emergency Management Director’s Report Page ________

No report was given at this time by the Law Enforcement Committee.
In the absence of Sheriff Terry Ashe, Commissioner Thompson made a motion that said report be received and filed, seconded by Commissioner Justice.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.

Sheriff’s Report Page ________

Commissioner Abercrombie gave the Education Committee Report and moved that said report be received and filed, seconded by Commissioner Patton.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.
Education Committee Report Page ________

James M. Davis gave the Director of Schools Report.  Commissioner Patton made a motion that said report be received and filed, seconded by Commissioner Stafford.     Passed by unanimous voice vote.

Director of Schools Report Page ________

Bev Spickard gave the Register of Deeds Report stating 1st quarter excess fees $118,168.59; $2.00 computer Fees - $17,170.00.  There are 181 Web customers bringing in $4,525.00 each month.  Commissioner Rowland made a motion to accept the Register of Deeds report, seconded by Commissioner Patton.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.

Ricky Rodriguez gave the Tourism Director’s Report.  Commissioner Patton made a motion that said report be received and filed, seconded by Commissioner Franklin.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.

Tourism Director’s Report Page ________

Jim Major gave the Trustee’s Report.  Commissioner Thompson made a motion that said report be received and filed, seconded by Commissioner Rowland.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.

Trustee’s Report Page ________

Steve Armistead gave the Road Superintendent’s Report stating we are continuing with our routine maintenance. This time of year we get real busy getting topping and finish paving in new subdivisions.  A few months ago we had a Road Commissioner and one of our Commissioners out in Stewarts Ferry; Mt. Juliet Road was asking about a traffic light and we finally found that there was some money available by the State of Tennessee.  We have to be picked out by a group of people as we apply for this traffic light.  It is a hit or miss as to whether we get the traffic light or not.  We found out today that the Attorney for the State of Tennessee has signed off for that traffic light to be put up.  Which is a major plus because we don’t have to pay any money for the traffic light, we have to pay for the upkeep and maintenance of it.  The only traffic light in the County that we do that on is Central Pike and Stewarts Ferry.  This will be a continuation of what we have to do.   After five years, the old East Division Bridge is gone.  I drove down there today and there is one bridge header still up, but the bridge is out completely.  Hoping to get started soon putting that back. Commissioner Patton made a motion to accept the Road Superintendent’s Report, seconded by Commissioner Thompson.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.

Commissioner Holland gave the Public Works Committee Report and moved that said report be received and filed, seconded by Commissioner Justice.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.
Public Works Committee Report Page ________

No report was given at this time by the Agricultural Center Management Committee.

No report was given at this time by the Cable Television Committee.

No report was given at this time by the Delinquent Tax Committee. 

No report was given at this time by the Development & Tourism Committee.
No report was given at this time by the Health & Welfare Committee.
No report was given at this time by the Insurance Committee.
Commissioner Keith gave the Judicial Committee Report and moved that said report be received and filed, seconded by Commissioner Graves.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.
Judicial Committee Report Page ________

No report was given at this time by the Planning & Zoning Committee.
No report was given at this time by the Recreation Committee.

No report was given at this time by the Rules Committee.
Commissioner Patton gave the Urban Type Public Facilities Board Report and moved that said report be received and filed, seconded by Commissioner Tarpley.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.

Urban Type Public Facilities Board Report ________

Ron Gilbert gave the Finance Director’s Report.  Commissioner Graves made a motion that said report be received and filed, seconded by Commissioner Joines.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.

Finance Director’s Report Page ________

Commissioner Emberton gave the Finance Committee Report and moved that said report be received and filed, seconded by Commissioner Joines.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.

Finance Committee Report Page ________

Commissioner Emberton read Resolution 07-10-1 to Establish the Speed Limit on Gwynn Lane at 30 MPH.  Commissioner Thompson made a motion that said Resolution be adopted, seconded by Commissioner Patton.  Passed by unanimous voice vote. 

Resolution 07-10-1 ________





Commissioner Emberton read Resolution 07-10-2 to Approve and Accept the Bond of the Finance Director.  Commissioner Justice made a motion that said Resolution be adopted, seconded by Commissioner Patton.  Passed by a roll call vote 22 for, 0 against, 1 not voting, and 2 absent.
	
	Voting YES:
	(22)
	Marlowe, Holland, Weston, Emberton, Thompson, Reich, Franklin, Bush, Tarpley, Patton, Neal, Rowland, Joines, Justice, Graves, Keith, Bannach, Stafford, Murray, Scott, Ash, Abercrombie

	
	Voting NO:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSTAINING:
	(1)
	Jenkins

	
	ABSENT:
	(2)
	Thomas, Hall


Resolution 07-10-2 ________



Roll Call Page ________

Commissioner Emberton read Resolution 07-10-3 to Approve and Accept the Bond on the Wilson County Road Commissioner Zone 2.  Commissioner Marlowe made a motion that said Resolution be adopted, seconded by Commissioner Holland.  Passed by a roll call vote 23 for, 0 against, 0 not voting, and 2 absent.
	
	Voting YES:
	(23)
	Marlowe, Holland, Weston, Emberton, Thompson, Reich, Franklin, Bush, Tarpley, Patton, Neal, Rowland, Joines, Justice, Graves, Keith, Bannach, Jenkins, Stafford, Murray, Scott, Ash, Abercrombie

	
	Voting NO:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSTAINING:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSENT:
	(2)
	Thomas, Hall


Resolution 07-10-3 ________



Roll Call Page ________

Commissioner Emberton read Resolution 07-10-4 to Approve and Accept the Bond of the Wilson County Road Superintendent.  Commissioner Patton made a motion that said Resolution be adopted, seconded by Commissioner Rowland.     Passed by a roll call vote 23 for, 0 against, 0 not voting, and 2 absent.
	
	Voting YES:
	(23)
	Marlowe, Holland, Weston, Emberton, Thompson, Reich, Franklin, Bush, Tarpley, Patton, Neal, Rowland, Joines, Justice, Graves, Keith, Bannach, Jenkins, Stafford, Murray, Scott, Ash, Abercrombie

	
	Voting NO:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSTAINING:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSENT:
	(2)
	Thomas, Hall


Resolution 07-10-4 ________



Roll Call Page ________

Commissioner Emberton read Resolution 07-10-5 to Reflect Revenues Received but not Included in the Original Budget for the 2007-2008 Fiscal Year and to Amend the Budget and Appropriation Resolution for the 2007-2008 Fiscal Year to Transfer These Funds into the Property Assessor.  Commissioner Stafford made a motion that said Resolution be adopted, seconded by Commissioner Graves.  Passed by a roll call vote 23 for, 0 against, 0 not voting, and 2 absent.
	
	Voting YES:
	(23)
	Marlowe, Holland, Weston, Emberton, Thompson, Reich, Franklin, Bush, Tarpley, Patton, Neal, Rowland, Joines, Justice, Graves, Keith, Bannach, Jenkins, Stafford, Murray, Scott, Ash, Abercrombie

	
	Voting NO:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSTAINING:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSENT:
	(2)
	Thomas, Hall




Resolution 07-10-5 ________


Roll Call Page ________

Commissioner Emberton read Resolution 07-10-6 to Amend the Budget & Appropriation Resolution for the 2007-2008 Fiscal Year to Make an Additional Appropriation in the Special Purpose School Fund.  Commissioner Thompson made a motion that said Resolution be adopted, seconded by Commissioner Holland.    Passed by a roll call vote 23 for, 0 against, 0 not voting, and 2 absent.

	
	Voting YES:
	(23)
	Marlowe, Holland, Weston, Emberton, Thompson, Reich, Franklin, Bush, Tarpley, Patton, Neal, Rowland, Joines, Justice, Graves, Keith, Bannach, Jenkins, Stafford, Murray, Scott, Ash, Abercrombie

	
	Voting NO:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSTAINING:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSENT:
	(2)
	Thomas, Hall


Resolution 07-10-6 ________



Roll Call Page ________

Commissioner Emberton read Resolution 07-10-7 to Amend the Budget and Appropriation Resolution for the 2007-2008 Fiscal Year to Make an Additional Appropriation in the Capital Projects Fund.  Commissioner Holland made a motion that said Resolution be adopted, seconded by Commissioner Bannach.  Commissioner Jenkins asked is this for creating new Courtroom on College Street?  Commissioner Emberton stated no.  Commissioner Jenkins asked what is the $125,000 for?  Commissioner Emberton stated renovation of the old jail.  Commissioner Jenkins asked is that the architectural design to tell them where to move steam tables and so on and so forth, right?  Commissioner Emberton stated I’m sure it’s more than that.  Commissioner Jenkins asked what happens if we don’t vote for it?  Finance Director Ron Gilbert stated it won’t happen.  Commissioner Weston stated this hit me, spending up to $125,000 right now on an architect for the old jail, I think we are getting ahead of the game here.  We’ve got to move everybody first and I don’t know why it would take that kind of money for an architect to put up painting walls or whatever we need to do over there.  Somebody needs to explain how much we’ve got to do.  I think we need to put this off for a little while until we get everything moved around.  Commissioner Scott stated she was curious did we take bids on this or is this part of the existing bond issue?  Commissioner Emberton stated no it’s not and there was no bids taken on it.  The Wilson County Purchasing Policy states that for professional services, they do not have to be bid out.   Commissioner Ash asked is their money in the original bond issue to pay this, rather than take it out of the Capital Projects Fund?  Finance Director Ron Gilbert stated no there’s not.  Commissioner Franklin asked is this not included in the original jail?  Finance Director Ron Gilbert stated no it’s not.  Commissioner Franklin asked are we operating on a standard 5% architectural fee.  Finance Director Ron Gilbert stated yes sir.  Commissioner Franklin asked that’s what their fees come to?  Is this simply for the renovation of the present kitchen deal over at the old jail?  Finance Director Ron Gilbert stated that is the fees.  The kitchen is included in this renovation, plus it includes doing some work the offices.  Commissioner Franklin stated that seems like a big figure for the architectural fees.  Commissioner Jenkins made a motion to defer till the November meeting, seconded by Commissioner Scott.  Passed by a roll call vote to defer 15 for, 8 against, 0 not voting, and 2 absent.
	
	Voting YES:
	(15)
	Weston, Emberton, Reich, Franklin, Bush, Tarpley, Patton, Neal, Rowland, Jenkins, Stafford, Murray, Scott, Ash, Abercrombie

	
	Voting NO:
	(8)
	Marlowe, Holland, Thompson, Joines, Justice, Graves, Keith, Bannach

	
	ABSTAINING:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSENT:
	(2)
	Thomas, Hall




Resolution 07-10-7 ________



Roll Call Page ________

Commissioner Emberton read Resolution 07-10-8 to Amend the Budget & Appropriation Resolution for the 2007-2008 Fiscal Year to Make an Additional Appropriation in the Capital Projects Fund.  Commissioner Graves   made a motion that said Resolution be adopted, seconded by Commissioner  Holland.   Commissioner Stafford stated she would like to see if we can separate this for each one to pay as they come through.  This is an owner’s representation for the jail project.  My question has this $15,000.00 come through?  Do we still have to pay for it, if the services are not used?  County Mayor Robert Dedman stated no.  Commissioner Stafford asked we are still not obligated to pay for that if the services are not used?  County Mayor Robert Dedman stated no.  Commissioner Stafford stated I want to make sure of that, because the question was asked in Finance, and I never did get a full understanding of it.  If the Election Office Owners Representation is not used, then we do not pay them, is that correct?  Finance Director Ron Gilbert stated we only pay them for the work they do.  Commissioner Stafford stated that is not what was said in the Finance Committee.  In the Finance meeting we were told that they would be paid regardless if we used their services or not.  That is why, I am asking again to get the full understanding, to make sure this $15,000.00 is not paid to somebody who is not doing the work.  Finance Director Ron Gilbert stated they will be paid for the work they do.  Commissioner Franklin asked why wasn’t this put in the original budget that we passed a couple months ago?  It seems strange to me that these people were aware of this prior to the adoption of the budget.  Commissioner Scott made a motion to amend to break these into four different resolutions, seconded by Commissioner Stafford.  Commissioner Graves accepts said amendment.   Commissioner Joines stated each one of these are set aside for the $15,000.00.  It doesn’t mean they are going to spend the $15,000.00, it means they will be paid up to $15,000.00.  The money won’t be spent; it will just be setting there until we use it.  Commissioner Ash stated only one of these projects has been approved so far.  I think the idea of an owner’s rep is a good idea, but I think it would make sense to approve these as the projects are approved.  I don’t think we would have a problem with that, because it is a good idea.  Commissioner Bush stated at least three of these projects have not been approved and with respect to the Ag Arena, I’m wondering why the owners rep amount can’t be absorbed in the million dollars that this body allocated for this project.  It seems that if an owner’s rep is going to do his or her job, they ought to be able to save the fee that we are going to be paying them.  

The Jail Project failed by a roll call vote 11 for, 12 against, 0 not voting, and 2 absent.
	
	Voting YES:
	(11)
	Marlowe, Holland, Weston, Thompson, Franklin, Joines, Justice, Graves, Keith, Bannach, Jenkins

	
	Voting NO:
	(12)
	Emberton, Reich, Bush, Tarpley, Patton, Neal, Rowland, Stafford, Murray, Scott, Ash, Abercrombie

	
	ABSTAINING:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSENT:
	(2)
	Thomas, Hall


Resolution 07-10-8A________



Roll Call Page ________

The Mt. Juliet Library failed by a roll call vote 11 for, 12 against, 0 not voting, and 2 absent.

	
	Voting YES:
	(11)
	Marlowe, Holland, Weston, Thompson, Patton, Joines, Justice, Graves, Keith, Bannach, Stafford

	
	Voting NO:
	(12)
	Emberton, Reich, Franklin, Bush, Tarpley, Neal, Rowland, Jenkins, Murray, Scott, Ash, Abercrombie

	
	ABSTAINING:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSENT:
	(2)
	Thomas, Hall


Resolution 07-10-8B ________



Roll Call Page ________

The Election Commission failed by a roll call vote 9 for, 14 against, 0 not voting, and 2 absent.

	
	Voting YES:
	(9)
	Marlowe, Holland, Thompson, Franklin, Joines, Justice, Graves, Keith, Bannach

	
	Voting NO:
	(14)
	Weston, Emberton, Reich, Bush, Tarpley, Patton, Neal, Rowland, Jenkins, Stafford, Murray, Scott, Ash, Abercrombie

	
	ABSTAINING:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSENT:
	(2)
	Thomas, Hall


Resolution 07-10-C ________



Roll Call Page ________

The Ag Arena passed by a roll call vote 18 for, 5 against, 0 not voting, and 2 absent.

	
	Voting YES:
	(18)
	Marlowe, Holland, Emberton, Thompson, Reich, Franklin, Tarpley, Patton, Neal, Rowland, Joines, Justice, Graves, Keith, Bannach, Stafford, Murray, Abercrombie

	
	Voting NO:
	(5)
	Weston, Bush, Jenkins, Scott, Ash

	
	ABSTAINING:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSENT:
	(2)
	Thomas, Hall


Resolution 07-10-8D ________



Roll Call Page ________

Commissioner Thompson asked when these other projects come up can we bring this back up again?  County Mayor Robert Dedman stated yes.  Commissioner Stafford stated as Commissioner Bush said, why don’t we just ask them to absorb it.  If they are making a million or two off of us, $15,000.00 should be a drop in the bucket.  I guess when we come back to our negotiating with these particular people; we need to ask them to absorb that.  Commissioner Stafford made a motion that we ask from this point forward that the owners absorb whatever owner’s representation that we have, seconded by Commissioner Jenkins.   County Attorney Mike Jennings stated on the Ag Arena you just approved to appropriate $15,000.00.  Commissioner Stafford stated that is correct, but why can’t everyone else absorb it like Commissioner Bush was saying.  Why can’t it be absorbed?  County Attorney Mike Jennings stated I don’t know why it can’t, but I don’t know that right now is the proper time to make that motion, because you don’t know what’s in front of you.  Commissioner Stafford stated she would withdraw her motion, but as County Commissioners she hoped everyone would hold that in the back of their minds.  When it comes down to that, we need to start asking for some of these people to eat some of these expenses we are paying.  Commissioner Jenkins stated on this owner’s rep, I assume we are the owner, who is our rep?  We don’t have a county architect, so who are you referring to there?   Commissioner Holland stated two different companies Cornerstone and Project are the two.  The thinking behind the public works committee is that these two companies can act as owner’s rep and save well over the $15,000.00.  When we go to bid all these projects, they will be our eyes and ears.  We don’t have anybody.  Commissioner Reich stated he thought it was a great idea.  He’s for having somebody to oversee each of these projects.  The reason I voted no on the jail, library, and the election office and voted yes on the arena, is because the arena is the only one we have appropriated money on so far.  We are getting the cart before the horse with the jail, the library, and the election office because we haven’t said we are going to do these.  It could be 2010.  We could vote on this $15,000.00 to oversee this when it comes up.  We don’t even know if we are going to do it this budget year.  When we do it, we should vote on it then.  Commissioner Weston stated there were two names mentioned here tonight that are going to oversee this, but I haven’t seen any literature on it.  I haven’t seen who they are, I haven’t seen anything.  We haven’t voted for these two companies.  I haven’t voted.  
Commissioner Emberton read Resolution 07-10-9 Clarifying the Intent of this Commission with Regard to Future Building Projects, Including a New Lebanon High School. Commissioner Justice made a motion that said Resolution be adopted, seconded by Commissioner Joines.  Commissioner Bush stated I’m concerned with respect to this Resolution that we may be overstepping our bounds, with respect to Lebanon High School and the construction of any school.  A review of the calendar and some of the facts might be appropriate for just one moment.  In 2002, an RFP was let by the School Board asking for applications for construction of schools.  A number of applications were received; Hewlett Spencer was selected.   In July 2006, a letter of engagement was signed, a copy of which we are all aware of the intent of the school board is crystal clear in so far as they engage this party to provide the additions to Rutland, Stoner Creek and build Lebanon High School.  This is important because there is a very distinct difference in the responsibility between the county commission and the school board.  This issue was raised in 1999 between the Rutherford County Commission and the Rutherford School Board and went to the appeals court in Tennessee, which confirmed very specifically “that it shall be the duty of the school board, all school boards to plan for the extension and development of the county school system to determine the need for new buildings, to plan, locate, erect and furnish the same after the county commission shall have provided funds for same.”  The point is, it is clearly our responsibility to fund none of the proposals, a portion of the proposal, or all of the proposal.  It is clearly the school boards responsibility to select the contractor; it is not up to us to dictate to the school board who the contractor is or the method that they use to select the contractor.  There are two very different sets of responsibilities and I wish to make that clear to everybody as we contemplate this Resolution.  I think the Resolution is ill advised.  Commissioner Weston stated he realized what Commissioner Bush was saying, and it is well said, but we are the Finance for the school board.  We do the taxing.  The school board does not.  We have to furnish the money.  I think by us having to furnish the money for all the schools that it’s nothing but proper to put this out to bids so we’ll know.  A guaranteed price isn’t so bad, if we have two companies who want to give us a guaranteed price.  If we have four companies that want to give us a competitive bid.  We don’t know where we are, the school board, I’m not trying to take anything away from them, they do a good job.  It is our responsibility.  If they were a taxing entity of their own, then we wouldn’t have anything to worry about.  They would have to answer to the taxpayers.  We have to answer to the taxpayers and I feel like this is the way to do it, so we can know what’s happening.  Commissioner Franklin stated he was a member of the school board in 1998 when we adopted this policy.  I voted against it then.  I was against it then and I’m certainly against it now.  I think we aren’t obligated to pick where the schools go, but we are obligated financially.  Commissioner Thompson asked for the County Attorney’s opinion on what Commissioner Bush elaborated on?  County Attorney Mike Jennings stated he is absolutely right about the law on the Rutherford County case, that’s the leading case in that area.  I think maybe we need to clarify the clarifying Resolution.  There is no question that the school system can select the low bidder.  They have to oversee the bidding process.  Whether it’s the low bid or the guaranteed maximum price.  This Resolution as I understand it is asking them to do it.  It’s telling them we want these projects publically and competititively bid, then you will fund it.  The way I read this Resolution is, you are not going to fund it until they go through the proper process.  Commissioner Scott asked on this letter of engagement is there any penalty if we pass this tonight?  Is there any penalty back on us if we break it?  County Attorney Mike Jennings stated that’s a hard question to answer.  This is a wonderful country that we live in and anybody can sue anybody that they want to.  We could be opening ourselves up for a lawsuit, but on the other hand I have given my opinion earlier that I do not think it’s a contract.  I think it’s an authorization to them  to come back with a guaranteed maximum price.  Commissioner Bush stated this Resolution does not compel the school board to do anything, nor can it compel the school board to do anything.  County Attorney Mike Jennings stated that is correct it can’t compel them to do it, but it says if you don’t do this we aren’t going to pay.  Commissioner Bush stated so it’s entirely possible that the lawsuit that might come out of this, is not between a private party and the County Commission; the lawsuit may be between the school board and the county commission as in the case of Rutherford County.  County Attorney Mike Jennings stated it could be, I would not recommend that any two bodies of the same government sue each other; it is a waste of the taxpayer’s money.  Commissioner Stafford stated Commissioner Franklin stated he was against it when he was on the school board, and he’s against it now, but according to this draft we have before us, he was was one of the 21 sponsors that signed the Resolution and agreement.  Commissioner Joines asked how can we spend $60,000,000.00 and not bid this?    I don’t believe this Resolution is trying to tell the board of education anything, they know exactly what they are doing.  Passed by a roll call vote 19 for, 3 against, 1 not voting, and 2 absent.
	
	Voting YES:
	(19)
	Marlowe, Holland, Weston, Emberton, Thompson, Reich, Franklin, Tarpley, Rowland, Joines, Justice, Keith, Bannach, Jenkins, Stafford, Murray, Scott, Ash, Abercrombie

	
	Voting NO:
	(3)
	Bush, Patton, Graves

	
	ABSTAINING:
	(1)
	Neal

	
	ABSENT:
	(2)
	Thomas, Hall


Resolution 07-10-9 ________



Roll Call Page ________

Commissioner Emberton read Resolution 07-10-10 Waiving Payment of the Wheel Tax for Full Time Active Duty Military Personnel.  Commissioner Joines made a motion that said Resolution be adopted, seconded by Commissioner Justice.  Commissioner Reich stated I sponsored this Resolution, and the question come up earlier and I will make sure everyone in here does know I work for the Tennessee National Guard full time.  I am a federal civil service employee; I am not on active duty.  I will pay my wheel tax just like the rest of you.  Commissioner Murray stated he didn’t want to say anything in harm’s way of our military.  They serve with distinction and I’m proud of it, but I’m afraid, what about our firefighters who fight here, our police officers.  We had two to give their lives just a few years ago on I-40.  We have those to consider.  I’m afraid if we set aside a group to give some financial break to, maybe we should consider some other groups also.  Commissioner Jenkins stated don’t get me wrong, I’m for the troops overseas, but isn’t this discriminatory?  County Attorney Mike Jennings stated no, I don’t think it’s discriminatory.  You’ve got certain areas of the law where those on active duty are being favored now, because of their status.  I will tell you that the statute that pertains to the wheel tax, does not contain this exception.  I will also tell you that it’s my understanding that there are several counties doing it.  I don’t know if that makes it right or wrong, but that’s what I’m told.  Commissioner Reich stated every county around Davidson County already does this and has been doing this for years.  They don’t do it for the law enforcement or firefighters, only active duty military.  There are 210 people that live in Wilson County right now that are on active duty.  Commissioner Scott stated not to take away from it, but would like to offer an amendment that everybody that pays the wheel tax in Wilson County a gets break on the wheel tax, seconded by Commissioner Jenkins.  Failed by a roll call vote 2 for, 21 against, 0 not voting, and 2 absent.

	
	Voting YES:
	(2)
	Jenkins, Scott

	
	Voting NO:
	(21)
	Marlowe, Holland, Weston, Emberton, Thompson, Reich, Franklin, Bush, Tarpley, Patton, Neal, Rowland, Joines, Justice, Graves, Keith, Bannach, Stafford, Murray, Ash, Abercrombie

	
	ABSTAINING:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSENT:
	(2)
	Thomas, Hall


Roll Call Page ________

Original Resolution passed by a roll call vote 21 for, 2 against, 0 not voting, and 2 absent.
	
	Voting YES:
	(21)
	Marlowe, Holland, Weston, Emberton, Thompson, Reich, Franklin, Bush, Tarpley, Patton, Neal, Rowland, Joines, Justice, Graves, Keith, Bannach, Jenkins, Scott, Ash, Abercrombie

	
	Voting NO:
	(2)
	Stafford, Murray

	
	ABSTAINING:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSENT:
	(2)
	Thomas, Hall


Commissioner Stafford voted “NO” because the Resolution does not include Emergency and Law Enforcement Personnel.

Resolution 07-10-10 ________



Roll Call Page ________

No Old Business.  

No New Business.  

A list of Notaries for October was presented to the Commission.  Commissioner   Marlowe made a motion to approve the list of Notaries for October 2007, seconded by Commissioner Holland.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.

Notary Page ________

Chairman Dedman called for the election of five (5) members to the Ethics Committee. Chairman Dedman recommended Frank Bush, Clint Thomas, Earl Ray, N. C. Hibbett, and Jim Emberton to the Ethics Committee.  Commissioner Patton made a motion to elect Frank Bush, Clint Thomas, Earl Ray, N. C. Hibbett, and Jim Emberton to the Ethics Committee, seconded by Commissioner Thompson.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.

Commissioner Holland made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Commissioner Rowland.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.
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