STATE OF TENNESSEE, WILSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS, NOVEMBER 17, 2008:

Be it remembered that the regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners November 17, 2008, the same being the Third Monday in said month.

There was present and presiding the Honorable Chairman Robert Dedman; Jim Goodall, County Clerk; and a quorum of County Commissioners to wit:

Larry West, Chris Sorey,  Fred Weston, Jim Emberton, Carolyn Thompson, Kenny Reich, Don Franklin, Gary Tarpley, Bill Patton, Bob Neal, Billy Rowland,  Clint Thomas, Jeff Joines, Mike Justice, Gilbert Graves, Gary Keith, Adam Bannach, L. T. Jenkins, Annette Stafford, Eugene Murray, Heather Scott, Bernie Ash, Paul Abercrombie and Randy Hall.
The Board of Commissioners was opened in the form of law at 7:00 P.M. when the following proceedings were had and entered to wit:

A prayer was given by Commissioner Ash; everyone said the pledge to the flag, which was led by Commissioner Emberton.

The Clerk called the roll showing 24 present and 1 absent.

Roll Call Page________

Commissioner Hall gave the Steering Committee Report and moved that said report be received and filed, seconded by Commissioner Keith.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.

Steering Committee Report Page ________

Commissioner Hall made a motion to adopt the Agenda, seconded by Commissioner Patton.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.

Agenda Page ________

No Consent Agenda was presented at his time.
Commissioner Justice stated on November 23, 2008 a historical marker will be dedicated to William Haskell Neal at the Bethlehem Church of Christ at 2 p.m.

Commissioner Hall gave the Minutes Committee Report and moved that said report be received and filed, seconded by Commissioner Stafford.   Passed by unanimous voice vote.

Minutes Committee Report Page ________

Commissioner Bannach made a motion to dispense with the reading of the minutes, seconded by Commissioner Justice.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.

Commissioner Patton gave the Emergency Management Committee Report and moved that said report be received and filed, seconded by Commissioner Reich.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.
Emergency Management Committee Report Page ________

John Jewell gave the Emergency Management Director’s Report.  Commissioner Patton made a motion that said report be received and filed, seconded by Commissioner Graves.  Commissioner Jenkins asked that he understood that two people had been dismissed from WEMA for health reasons and you have a man currently that has a pacemaker.  Will he be able to come back to work, what are your plans there?  Director Jewell stated he is not presently at work.  The situation will require some evaluation on him by his doctor, consultation with County legal as well as Debbie Green’s office as to whether that will occur or not.  It’s being looked at at this time.  Commissioner Thomas stated I have noticed in the Planning Minutes for Friday’s meeting you are on the Agenda to speak on a certain subject, can you enlighten us on what your going to be talking about?  Director Jewell stated as some of you may know I am a member of the Planning Commission and I have been for several years.  In observing a lot of things that go on in the county, a couple of issues are becoming more prominent in my eyes.  One is at some point considering Residential Sprinkler Systems.  We lost a $1,600,000.00 home here a week or so ago.  No one was at home, it was an advanced fire.  A rather difficult as far as height is concerned.  Some of those homes in that area are 10,000 square feet.  Those are massive homes.  Many counties around the country, now require new residential construction has sprinkling systems.  I think it’s something we need to be talking about, certainly we aren’t on any kind of crusade to get that done, but I do think it’s something we all need to be aware of.  Another area that is becoming more and more on the radar as I see it, is with the Commercial and Industrial Development., not only in the Mt. Juliet area, but in the remaining portion of the county.  At some point we may want to consider fire codes and fire marshals, similar to what the City of Lebanon has to control some of these things.  We are constantly called on to look at plans for Industrial fire systems and quite frankly we are not in a position to adequately cover that.  There are no County fire codes, as such, they are heavily controlled by State Fire Codes.  It’s not like we are totally naked in this area, but it is certainly another area that we need to consider at this point.  Commissioner Stafford stated I’ve been asked by a constituent, the land the towers are going to go on, do you own that property?  Will that be a conflict of interest if you do?  Director Jewell stated I have owned two sites there are equipment on and have for several years prior to being in this job.  This is one of the things that we discussed with legal before I took the job.  It was of the opinion that it would not be under the circumstances because of the link of time.  I would refer you to Mike Jennings on that.  The two additional towers that have been put up recently, one is on West Wilson Water Authority Property and the other is on LaGuardo.  We are looking for additional sites for the location of more towers that we have Homeland Security, but none that I own.  Commissioner Stafford stated I was just asked that by a constituent and I told them I would follow up on that.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.

Emergency Management Director’s Report Page ________

Commissioner Thompson gave the Law Enforcement Committee Report and moved that said report be received and filed, seconded by Commissioner Justice.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.
Law Enforcement Committee Report Page ________

Sheriff Terry Ashe gave the Sheriff’s Report.  Commissioner Thompson made a motion that said report be received and filed, seconded by Commissioner Patton.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.

Sheriff’s Report Page ________

No report was given at this time by the Education Committee.
James M. Davis gave the Director of Schools Report.  Commissioner Graves made a motion that said report be received and filed, seconded by Commissioner Thompson.   Passed by unanimous voice vote.

Director of Schools Report Page ________

No report was given at this time by the Public Works Committee.
No report was given at this time by the Agricultural Center Management Committee.
No report was given at this time by the Cable Television Committee.

No report was given at this time by the Delinquent Tax Committee. 

Commissioner Neal gave the Development & Tourism Committee Report and moved that said report be received and filed, seconded by Commissioner Patton.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.
Development & Tourism Committee Report Page ________

Commissioner Stafford gave the Finance Committee Report and moved that said report be received and filed, seconded by Commissioner Jenkins.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.

Finance Committee Report Page ________

No report was given at this time by the Health & Welfare Committee.
No report was given at this time by the Insurance Committee.
No report was given at this time by the Judicial Committee. 

No report was given at this time by the Planning & Zoning Committee.
No report was given at this time by the Recreation Committee.

No report was given at this time by the Rules Committee.
Commissioner Patton gave the Urban Type Public Facilities Board Report and moved that said report be received and filed, seconded by Commissioner Reich.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.

Urban Type Public Facilities Board Report ________

Ron Gilbert gave the Finance Director’s Report.  Commissioner Graves made a motion that said report be received and filed, seconded by Commissioner Bannach.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.

Finance Director’s Report Page ________

Commissioner Ash gave the Budget Committee Report and moved that said report be received and filed, seconded by Commissioner Joines.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.

Finance Committee Report Page ________

Commissioner Ash read Resolution 08-11-1 to Reflect Revenues Received but not Included in the Original Budget for the 2008-2009 Fiscal Year and to Amend the Budget and Appropriation Resolution for the 2008-2009 Fiscal Year to Transfer These Funds into the Sheriff’s Department.  Commissioner Ash made a motion that said Resolution be adopted, seconded by Commissioner.  Commissioner Murray stated remember this is something we have to pick up at year four.  We have to pick up part of it in year two and three.  At year four we are responsible for this individual and all the payments therof.  Commissioner Stafford asked is this money going toward putting cameras in the patrol cars?  Commissioner Justice stated this covers the equipment and the employee.  Commissioner Murray asked is this hiring a new individual or is this someone who has been on payroll all along?   Passed by a roll call vote 24 for, 0 against, 0 not voting, and 1 absent.
	
	Voting YES:
	(24)
	West, Sorey, Weston, Emberton, Thompson, Reich, Franklin, Tarpley, Patton, Neal, Rowland, Thomas, Joines, Justice, Graves, Keith, Bannach, Jenkins, Stafford, Murray, Scott, Ash, Abercrombie, Hall

	
	Voting NO:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSTAINING:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSENT:
	(1)
	Bush


Resolution 08-11-1 ________



Roll Call Page ________

Commissioner Ash read Resolution 08-11-2 to Reflect Revenues Received but not Included in the Original Budget for the 2008-2009 Fiscal Year and to Amend the Budget and Appropriation Resolution for the 2008-2009 Fiscal Year to Transfer These Funds into Tourism.  Commissioner Ash made a motion that said Resolution be adopted, seconded by Commissioner Joines.  Passed by a roll call vote 24 for, 0 against, 0 not voting, and 1 absent.
	
	Voting YES:
	(24)
	West, Sorey, Weston, Emberton, Thompson, Reich, Franklin, Tarpley, Patton, Neal, Rowland, Thomas, Joines, Justice, Graves, Keith, Bannach, Jenkins, Stafford, Murray, Scott, Ash, Abercrombie, Hall

	
	Voting NO:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSTAINING:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSENT:
	(1)
	Bush


Resolution 08-11-2 ________



Roll Call Page ________

Commissioner Ash read Resolution 08-11-3 Approving a Lease/Purchase Agreement for the Sheriff’s Department to Purchase Vehicles.  Commissioner Ash made a motion that said Resolution be adopted, seconded by Commissioner Justice.  Commissioner Scott made a motion to amend not to exceed the amount in the budget.  Commissioner Ash accepts said amendment.  Commissioner Ash why are we doing this:  Chief Robert Bryan stated this is the way we have been purchasing vehicles for several years.  Passed by a roll call vote 23 for, 1 against, 0 not voting, and 1 absent.
	
	Voting YES:
	(23)
	West, Sorey, Weston, Emberton, Thompson, Reich, Franklin, Tarpley, Patton, Neal, Rowland, Thomas, Joines, Justice, Graves, Keith, Bannach, Stafford, Murray, Scott, Ash, Abercrombie, Hall

	
	Voting NO:
	(1)
	Jenkins

	
	ABSTAINING:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSENT:
	(1)
	Bush


Resolution 08-11-3 ________



Roll Call Page ________

Commissioner Ash read Resolution 08-11-4 to Amend the Budget & Appropriation Resolution for the 2008-2009 Fiscal Year to Make an Additional Appropriation in the Sanitation Projects Fund. Commissioner Ash made a motion that said Resolution be adopted, seconded by Commissioner Patton.  Commissioner Tarpley asked how money is left in that budget?  Commissioner Ash stated in this budget there is $1,131,833 left and in #116 there is $937,866 left.  Commissioner Tarpley asked what are we gonna do when there’s no money left to run things at the end of the fiscal year?  Are we going to have to raise taxes to get his money?  Commissioner Ash stated he believed that was a very good question and he would like an answer too. Passed by a roll call vote 14 for, 10 against, 0 not voting, and 1 absent.
	
	Voting YES:
	(14)
	Emberton, Thompson, Reich, Franklin, Tarpley, Patton, Rowland, Joines, Justice, Graves, Keith, Bannach, Abercrombie, Hall

	
	Voting NO:
	(10)
	West, Sorey, Weston, Neal, Thomas, Jenkins, Stafford, Murray, Scott, Ash

	
	ABSTAINING:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSENT:
	(1)
	Bush


Resolution 08-11-4 ________



Roll Call Page ________

Commissioner Ash read Resolution 08-11-5 to Amend the Budget & Appropriation Resolution for the 2008-2009 Fiscal Year to Make an Additional Appropriation in Sanitation Fund No. 116.  Commissioner Ash made a motion that said Resolution be adopted, seconded by Commissioner Rowland.  Commissioner Thomas asked is there a vehicle replacement schedule?  Commissioner Patton stated yes, when he needs one.  Passed by a roll call vote 17 for, 7 against, 0 not voting, and 1 absent.
	
	Voting YES:
	(17)
	Sorey, Weston, Emberton, Thompson, Reich, Franklin, Tarpley, Patton, Neal, Rowland, Joines, Justice, Graves, Keith, Bannach, Abercrombie, Hall

	
	Voting NO:
	(7)
	West, Thomas, Jenkins, Stafford, Murray, Scott, Ash

	
	ABSTAINING:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSENT:
	(1)
	Bush


Resolution 08-11-5 ________



Roll Call Page ________

Commissioner Ash read Resolution 08-11-6 to Levy a Victim’s Assistance Assessment Litigation Tax in Wilson County.  Commissioner Ash made a motion that said Resolution be adopted, seconded by Commissioner Stafford.  Passed by a roll call vote 24 for, 0 against, 0 not voting, and 1 absent.
	
	Voting YES:
	(24)
	West, Sorey, Weston, Emberton, Thompson, Reich, Franklin, Tarpley, Patton, Neal, Rowland, Thomas, Joines, Justice, Graves, Keith, Bannach, Jenkins, Stafford, Murray, Scott, Ash, Abercrombie, Hall

	
	Voting NO:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSTAINING:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSENT:
	(1)
	Bush


Resolution 08-11-6 ________



Roll Call Page ________

Commissioner Ash read Resolution 08-11-7 to Amend the Budget & Appropriation Resolution for the 2008-2009 Fiscal Year to Make an Additional Appropriation in the Capitol Projects Fund.  Commissioner Ash made a motion that said Resolution be adopted, seconded by Commissioner Justice. County Attorney Mike Jennings stated this says it was recommended for approval by the Public Works Committee, that is inaccurate, it should be the Emergency Management Committee and it was recommended for approval.  Passed by a roll call vote 22 for, 2 against, 0 not voting, and 1 absent.
	
	Voting YES:
	(22)
	West, Sorey, Weston, Emberton, Thompson, Reich, Franklin, Tarpley, Patton, Neal, Rowland, Thomas, Joines, Justice, Graves, Keith, Bannach, Murray, Scott, Ash, Abercrombie, Hall

	
	Voting NO:
	(2)
	Jenkins, Stafford

	
	ABSTAINING:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSENT:
	(1)
	Bush


Resolution 08-11-7 ________



Roll Call Page ________

Commissioner Ash read Resolution 08-11-9 to Reflect Revenues Received but not Included in the Original Budget for the 2008-2009 Fiscal Year and to Amend the Budget & Appropriation Resolution for the 2008-2009 Fiscal Year to Transfer These Funds into the Wilson Emergency Management Agency.  Commissioner Ash made a motion that said Resolution be adopted, seconded by Commissioner Patton.  Passed by a roll call vote 23 for, 1 against, 0 not voting, and 1 absent.
	
	Voting YES:
	(23)
	West, Sorey, Weston, Emberton, Thompson, Reich, Franklin, Tarpley, Patton, Neal, Rowland, Thomas, Joines, Justice, Graves, Keith, Bannach, Stafford, Murray, Scott, Ash, Abercrombie, Hall

	
	Voting NO:
	(1)
	Jenkins

	
	ABSTAINING:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSENT:
	(1)
	Bush


Resolution 08-11-9 ________



Roll Call Page ________

Commissioner Ash read Resolution 08-11-10 to Reflect Revenues Received but not Included in the Original Budget for the 2008-2009 Fiscal Year in Litigation Tax and to Amend the Budget & Appropriation Resolution for the 2008-2009 Fiscal Year to Make an Additional Appropriation in the General Fund for Architects Fees for Jail Renovation.  Commissioner Ash made a motion that said Resolution be adopted, seconded by Commissioner Hall.  Passed by a roll call vote 24 for, 0 against, 0 not voting, and 1 absent.
	
	Voting YES:
	(24)
	West, Sorey, Weston, Emberton, Thompson, Reich, Franklin, Tarpley, Patton, Neal, Rowland, Thomas, Joines, Justice, Graves, Keith, Bannach, Jenkins, Stafford, Murray, Scott, Ash, Abercrombie, Hall

	
	Voting NO:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSTAINING:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSENT:
	(1)
	Bush


Resolution 08-11-10 ________


Roll Call Page ________

Commissioner Ash read Resolution 08-11-11 to Amend the Budget & Appropriation Resolution for the 2008-2009 Fiscal Year to Make an Additional Appropriation in the Capitol Projects Fund.  Commissioner Ash made a motion that said Resolution be adopted, seconded by Commissioner Graves.  Commissioner Stafford asked what kind of research is this for?  Commissioner Ash stated for the Old Nave Funeral Home.  Commissioner Stafford asked what kind of research?  Chairman Dedman stated architect and all that work that needs to be done.  Commissioner Scott asked didn’t we hire an owner’s representative?  Commissioner Keith states we did.  We are looking to research this, because the original prices were too high.  Passed by a roll call vote 18 for, 6 against, 0 not voting, and 1 absent.
	
	Voting YES:
	(18)
	West, Sorey, Weston, Emberton, Thompson, Franklin, Tarpley, Patton, Neal, Rowland, Thomas, Joines, Justice, Graves, Keith, Bannach, Abercrombie, Hall

	
	Voting NO:
	(6)
	Reich, Jenkins, Stafford, Murray, Scott, Ash

	
	ABSTAINING:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSENT:
	(1)
	Bush


Resolution 08-11-11 ________


Roll Call Page ________

Commissioner Ash read Resolution 08-11-12 Authorizing an Independent Appraisal of the Old Mt. Juliet Elementary School Property and Placing the Property For Sale.  Commissioner Ash made a motion that said Resolution be adopted, seconded by Commissioner Stafford.  Commissioner Neal gave a presentation on this property and why selling it to Mt. Juliet wouldn’t be a good idea.  Commissioner Sorey stated it is my understanding the YMCA was offered land on the Beckwith Road Interchange and they refused it.  Commissioner Neal stated that is correct.  Commissioner Franklin asked didn’t we give them an acre of land to widen the road?  Commissioner Neal stated yes we did.  Commissioner Thomas made a motion for Rule 8 to allow City Personnel to speak, seconded by Commissioner Scott.  Failed by a roll call vote 10 for, 14 against, 0 not voting, and 1 absent.

	
	Voting YES:
	(10)
	Sorey, Thomas, Joines, Justice, Graves, Stafford, Murray, Scott, Ash, Hall

	
	Voting NO:
	(14)
	West, Weston, Emberton, Thompson, Reich, Franklin, Tarpley, Patton, Neal, Rowland, Keith, Bannach, Jenkins, Abercrombie

	
	ABSTAINING:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSENT:
	(1)
	Bush


County Attorney Mike Jennings stated he passed out a letter from the City of Mt. Juliet about purchasing this property.  Commissioner Scott stated she thought doing an appraisal on property before we buy or before we sell is a great idea.  Commissioner Stafford stated she believed the appraisal was a good idea, but please by no means publicize the price of the property, because if you tell them it’s a $1.00, I guarantee we’ll get an offer of 75 cents.  Passed by a roll call vote 24 for, 0 against, 0 not voting, and 1 absent.
	
	Voting YES:
	(24)
	West, Sorey, Weston, Emberton, Thompson, Reich, Franklin, Tarpley, Patton, Neal, Rowland, Thomas, Joines, Justice, Graves, Keith, Bannach, Jenkins, Stafford, Murray, Scott, Ash, Abercrombie, Hall

	
	Voting NO:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSTAINING:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSENT:
	(1)
	Bush


Resolution 08-11-12 ________


Roll Call Page ________

Commissioner Ash read Resolution 08-11-13 to Amend the Budget & Appropriation Resolution for the 2008-2009 Fiscal Year to Make an Additional Appropriation in the Capitol Projects Fund.  Commissioner Ash made a motion that said Resolution be adopted, seconded by Commissioner Stafford.  Passed by a roll call vote 24 for, 0 against, 0 not voting, and 1 absent.
	
	Voting YES:
	(24)
	West, Sorey, Weston, Emberton, Thompson, Reich, Franklin, Tarpley, Patton, Neal, Rowland, Thomas, Joines, Justice, Graves, Keith, Bannach, Jenkins, Stafford, Murray, Scott, Ash, Abercrombie, Hall

	
	Voting NO:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSTAINING:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSENT:
	(1)
	Bush


Resolution 08-11-13 ________


Roll Call Page ________

Commissioner Ash read Resolution 08-11-14 for a Contract with the Tennessee Department of Transportation for Industrial Highway Access.  Commissioner Ash made a motion that said Resolution be adopted, seconded by Commissioner Stafford.  Commissioner Scott asked define assistance in the last paragraph?  Is that we pay for everything, they pay for everything?  Commissioner Ash stated the way he understands it, it’s a 50/50 grant from the State and Mike Kawa pays the other 50%.  Commissioner Scott asked can we put that in there, that the company is to pay the other 50%.  Commissioner Thomas asked do we know the specifics of access road?  Commissioner Ash made a motion to allow G. C. Hixson to speak, seconded by Commissioner Justice.  Passed by voice vote with Thomas voting no.

G. C. Hixson stated it is a TDOT Grant.  There is no obligation to the County.  Company will pay the match.   Commissioner Jenkins asked does this include every industry that moves in here or is it isolated to just this particular industry?  Mr. Hixson stated this program is available to any industry that either expands or relocates.  Passed by a roll call vote 24 for, 0 against, 0 not voting, and 1 absent.
	
	Voting YES:
	(24)
	West, Sorey, Weston, Emberton, Thompson, Reich, Franklin, Tarpley, Patton, Neal, Rowland, Thomas, Joines, Justice, Graves, Keith, Bannach, Jenkins, Stafford, Murray, Scott, Ash, Abercrombie, Hall

	
	Voting NO:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSTAINING:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSENT:
	(1)
	Bush


Resolution 08-11-14 ________


Roll Call Page ________

Commissioner Ash read Resolution 08-11-15 in Support of Application for Fasttrack Infrastructure Development Program Improvements to Serve Mayekawa, U.S.A., Inc.  Commissioner Ash made a motion that said Resolution be adopted, seconded by Commissioner Joines.  Passed by a roll call vote 24 for, 0 against, 0 not voting, and 1 absent.
	
	Voting YES:
	(24)
	West, Sorey, Weston, Emberton, Thompson, Reich, Franklin, Tarpley, Patton, Neal, Rowland, Thomas, Joines, Justice, Graves, Keith, Bannach, Jenkins, Stafford, Murray, Scott, Ash, Abercrombie, Hall

	
	Voting NO:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSTAINING:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSENT:
	(1)
	Bush


Resolution 08-11-15 ________


Roll Call Page ________

Commissioner Ash read Resolution 08-11-16 Approving an Economic Impact Plan for the Bible Park.  Commissioner Ash made a motion that said Resolution be adopted, seconded by Commissioner Justice.  Commissioner Jenkins made a motion to allow Derek Dodson to speak, seconded by Commissioner Thomas.  Commissioner Justice recommended allowing Tourism Director Ricky Rodriguez to speak. County Attorney Mike Jennings stated there is a reason we do things the way we do.  We don’t normally have public hearings on anything but zoning.  We work off the committee system, similar to State Legislation, where people are allowed to come into the committees to present their proposals, present their opposition and by the time it gets to you all it’s time to vote.  The Steering Committee is designed to set up the agenda and if you want these type of things on the Agenda, they really should be discussed at the Steering Committee.  Finally, this Rule 8A, I’m not trying to discourage anybody, you vote the way you want to.  This Rule 8A was designed if you had a question about something, that nobody inside this bar can answer and if there is someone here that can answer it, then you call upon them to answer.  It’s not really designed to let people speak pro or con.  It’s not designed to have a public hearing.  I think you are treading on a little bit of dangerous water if you start opening up to let people speak pro or con when you haven’t advertised it as such to the General Public.  What you do with it is your business, but I see a trend developing where we are having people come from the audience and talk when there is really no question on the floor.  When we get to this point, it’s for you to debate the issue and decide.  Failed by a roll call vote 8 for, 16 against, 0 not voting, and 1 absent.
	
	Voting YES:
	(8)
	West, Weston, Emberton, Thompson, Thomas, Jenkins, Stafford, Scott

	
	Voting NO:
	(16)
	Sorey, Reich, Franklin, Tarpley, Patton, Neal, Rowland, Joines, Justice, Graves, Keith, Bannach, Murray, Ash, Abercrombie, Hall

	
	ABSTAINING:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSENT:
	(1)
	Bush


Roll Call Page ________

Commissioner Weston stated he had studied these Resolutions pretty strongly.  What we are doing as a Commission is a public contract and I have not seen any private contract because they are talking about a public and a private sector.  We are making a contract with no contract that I can see with the private.  There’s a lot of verbal in here that I don’t quite understand and contemplating or envision potential success partnership.  I have some problems with some of it.  I wanted to express by opinion and everyone has got there’s.  Commissioner Justice stated I have attended about every meeting that has been displayed for the Bible Park.  There are questions I’m sure that are coming down the line that even I’m not satisfied with that are down the line.  As I understand it, what we are voting on tonight is giving permission for a developer to try to access the IDB for bonds.  There is not one thing in there that requires the county to put in a penny.  Now, the way I see it, I’ve heard this is too good to be true, I think if we vote against this tonight there’s no one in this room who can say it was too good too be true.  All we do is let them try to get the bonds.  If they don’t successfully get the bonds, as far as I’m concerned it dies.  I don’t think we are asking the County taxpayers for a nickel on this.  I think it would be bad business sense not to try to let them go ahead with their plan.  They are going to have to come back to spend County money.  If we don’t agree with what’s happening at the time, I think we can sit down as a group like we are and work through those or say at that time that we don’t want to spend any money.  I think we would be bad stewards to not let these people try to get their bonds to complete this project.  Commissioner Scott stated to Commissioner Justice’s point where we wouldn’t be giving up anything, actually we would.  We would be giving up the tax to the improvement to the property.  Tennessee is the second best state to do business in so that property would probably develop privately probably in the next couple of years.  If it were to develop privately that’s tax revenue we could all collect immediately.  The other thing is too and I’m sure the ACLU has been sniffing around, I don’t want to spend money defending a lawsuit.  Article 1 Section 3 of the Tennessee Constitution does say no preference shall ever be given by law to any religious establishment or mode of worship.  Bible constitutes Christianity and Judaism unless you want Satan aria World right next door.  If you approve this, that could happen.  You would have to give them the same consideration we are giving this right here.  Commissioner Thomas asked County Attorney Mike Jennings to tell us the process of how many readings each of these Resolutions would have to have?  County Attorney Mike Jennings stated Resolution 08-11-16 is one reading with a majority vote.  Resolution 08-11-17 is one reading with a majority vote.  Resolution 08-11-18 is two readings with 2/3 adoption at each reading.  Resolution 08-11-19 is one reading with a majority vote.  Commissioner Thomas asked if an amendment were going to be proposed would we do it do each individual when it comes up or can I go ahead and give you.  County Attorney Mike Jennings stated it would depend on what the amendment is.  All these things deal with different topics.  Commissioner Patton asked the County Attorney to comment on whether the County would be obligated to any fund?  County Attorney Mike Jennings stated let me preface my remarks by saying I’m not here to speak pro or con for the project.  I’m like Commissioner Justice and I have attended a lot of these meetings and frankly more than I care to.  Everyone that we have been in says these are non recourse bonds against the City and the County.  If you look at the bottom of the Resolution on the floor right now, the very last sentence says shall not represent or constitute a debt or pledge of the full faith and credit or the taxing power of the Industrial Development Board or Wilson County.  These four as I understand it do not obligate us to anything.  If there is to be any obligation of us to anything, that will have to come back at a later Resolution.  I have been involved in some of the meetings with their attorneys before it got to this stage.  I’ve not heard anybody say they are going to be back asking for money.  Commissioner Patton asked none of these four obligate us  to spending money.  County Attorney Mike Jennings stated that is my understanding.  I have strongly encouraged them not to bring back anything that would require money from this County Commission because we are not blessed with money at this time.  Commissioner West stated I have a problem with this, if it’s such a good idea why do they need Wilson County.  Why don’t they just take their money and build it and make the profit themselves, why give it to us?  Also, if it’s approved who’s going to pay for the roads?  TDOT only pays 50%, who’s going to pay the other 50%.  That’s got to come from the county taxpayers or somebody.  Commissioner Ash stated as I understand it, the roads that will be built will be the State and the City.  Commissioner West stated right, its going to cost somebody.  Your saying it’s not going to cost anybody anything, but it’s going to cost somebody something, because TDOT is only going to pay half of it. Commissioner Justice stated our Tourism Director Ricky Rodriguez is for this.  I think we trust him and trust his opinion.  Once again, we are not voting to build roads.  We are not voting on the infrastructure.  We are just voting for them to have the chance to go to the IDB and get the bonds.  If they get them and secure them, if they want us to help them build anything, they have to come back before us.  County Attorney Mike Jennings stated that is correct.  In Committee, Commissioner Joines stated that they would have to move these bonds in two years or these Resolutions are null and void.  There is an out there.  If they have made progress for getting those bonds issued they have the right to come back and ask the Budget Committee for an additional twelve months.  Again, that is the bonds to build the project.  I don’t think we build roads in the city, unless we have an interlocal agreement.  Commissioner Justice stated he had asked the developers earlier about the Bible being named in this park.  I have my own reasons that I don’t particularly like the Bible in the Bible Park name.   I was told tonight publicly, that they were in the process of changing the name.  The IDB is issuing the bonds, we are not.  Commissioner Ash stated on Page 2 Section 2 states “The passage of this Resolution shall in no way, either directly or indirectly, obligate Wilson County for any infrastructure costs, including but not limited to, gas, water, sewer, roads or bridges, required to support the Bible Park development, unless the Wilson County Board of Commissioners shall by future resolution agree to fund said infrastructure, or any part thereof.”  We are not obligated in anyway for infrastructure unless we decide to do so by Resolution.  Commissioner Jenkins stated I first started out about the traffic situation.  I’ve lived in this small town all my life and I don’t want to live in an Atlanta.  What irks me the most I was asked today, what it would cost to buy my vote?  I was asked yesterday shouldn’t I go along with building a memorial to my wife at the County Sheriff’s Department because she was the first female county officer and she served there 25 years.  This was made by a person who had a very good interest in the property.  I resent it.  I resent the ethics this bunch is using.  This first page that Mr. Dodson put out speaks about everybody got laid off at the Hard Rock except the Russian mob.  To me this stinks to high heaven.  Commissioner Reich stated I agree with Commissioner Justice all we are voting on tonight is whether to give them the opportunity to raise the money for the bonds.  We’ll have to come back later and look at the roads and the sewer, water and all that.  All we are doing tonight is giving them the opportunity to raise the money.  I do have one question, I’ve been hearing that Rutherford County is now thinking they have made a mistake or either some people that own the property, I understand they are in a suit with the County because they didn’t take this project.  I would like to know that if Rutherford County does come back and decide they want this project that Wilson County is going to be the place for it and not Rutherford County if they jump back in the picture.  Commissioner Joines stated it is the responsibility of this body, if we can, to help the economy of this County, we need to do.  With the way the economy is, I don’t know if they can get the money or not.  They are talking about bringing in a lot of jobs.  Commissioner Murray stated this was in his district and he had received phone calls from his constituents asking him to support this.  I have been asked to vote for this, I have received no calls against this.  Commissioner Thomas made a motion to amend that any public money received must be used on this project only.  Commissioner Ash accepts said amendment.  Passed by a roll call vote 15 for, 9 against, 0 not voting, and 1 absent.
	
	Voting YES:
	(15)
	Thompson, Reich, Franklin, Patton, Thomas, Joines, Justice, Graves, Keith, Bannach, Stafford, Murray, Ash, Abercrombie, Hall

	
	Voting NO:
	(9)
	West, Sorey, Weston, Emberton, Tarpley, Neal, Rowland, Jenkins, Scott

	
	ABSTAINING:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSENT:
	(1)
	Bush


Resolution 08-11-16 ________


Roll Call Page ________

Commissioner Ash read Resolution 08-11-17 Designating the Bible Park USA Property Described in “Exhibit A” as a “Tourism Development Zone” and Authorizing the County Mayor and Finance Director to Seek Certification of the Above-Described Tourism Development Zone.  Commissioner Ash made a motion that said Resolution be adopted, seconded by Commissioner Joines.   Commissioner Thomas made a motion to amend that any public money received must be used on this project only.  Commissioner Ash accepts said amendment.  Passed by a roll call vote 15 for, 9 against, 0 not voting, and 1 absent.
	
	Voting YES:
	(15)
	Thompson, Reich, Franklin, Patton, Thomas, Joines, Justice, Graves, Keith, Bannach, Stafford, Murray, Ash, Abercrombie, Hall

	
	Voting NO:
	(9)
	West, Sorey, Weston, Emberton, Tarpley, Neal, Rowland, Jenkins, Scott

	
	ABSTAINING:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSENT:
	(1)
	Bush


Resolution 08-11-17 ________


Roll Call Page ________

Commissioner Joines made a motion for a 10 minute recess, seconded by Commissioner Stafford.  Passed by a roll call vote 15 for, 9 against, 0 not voting, and 1 absent.

	
	Voting YES:
	(15)
	Sorey, Reich, Franklin, Patton, Neal, Thomas, Joines, Justice, Graves, Keith, Bannach, Jenkins, Stafford, Murray, Ash

	
	Voting NO:
	(9)
	West, Weston, Emberton, Thompson, Tarpley, Rowland, Scott, Abercrombie, Hall

	
	ABSTAINING:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSENT:
	(1)
	Bush


Roll Call Page ________

Chairman Dedman called the meeting back to order.

The Clerk called the roll showing 24 present and 1 absent.

	West, Sorey, Weston, Emberton, Thompson, Reich, Franklin, Tarpley, Patton, Neal, Rowland, Thomas, Joines, Justice, Graves, Keith, Bannach, Jenkins, Stafford, Murray, Scott, Ash, Abercrombie, Hall

	

	

	


Commissioner Ash read Resolution 08-11-18 Levying a Five Percent Privilege Tax on all Sales within the Bible Park USA, a Qualified Public Use Facility Located within a Tourism Development Zone in Wilson County, Tennessee.  Commissioner Ash made a motion that said Resolution be adopted, seconded by Commissioner Hall.  Passed by a roll call vote 17 for, 7 against, 0 not voting, and 1 absent.
	
	Voting YES:
	(17)
	Sorey, Thompson, Reich, Franklin, Tarpley, Patton, Thomas, Joines, Justice, Graves, Keith, Bannach, Stafford, Murray, Ash, Abercrombie, Hall

	
	Voting NO:
	(7)
	West, Weston, Emberton, Neal, Rowland, Jenkins, Scott

	
	ABSTAINING:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSENT:
	(1)
	Bush


Resolution 08-11-18 ________


Roll Call Page ________

Commissioner Ash read Resolution 08-11-19 Approving an Intergovernmental Agreement for the Bible Park USA.  Commissioner Ash made a motion that said Resolution be adopted, seconded by Commissioner Hall.  Passed by a roll call vote 17 for, 7 against, 0 not voting, and 1 absent.
	
	Voting YES:
	(17)
	Sorey, Thompson, Reich, Franklin, Tarpley, Patton, Thomas, Joines, Justice, Graves, Keith, Bannach, Stafford, Murray, Ash, Abercrombie, Hall

	
	Voting NO:
	(7)
	West, Weston, Emberton, Neal, Rowland, Jenkins, Scott

	
	ABSTAINING:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSENT:
	(1)
	Bush


Resolution 08-11-19 ________


Roll Call Page ________

Old Business.  Commissioner Scott asked back on the train thing.  I have a copy of Resolution 03-5-15 and in it it states the total amount was not to exceed $100,000.00 for the initial period of 5 years, which was 2005-2009.  So, my question is this, if we approved $20,000 in the budget plus $100,000.00 is $120,000.00 for the 5 year term.  Would we have to have another Resolution authorizing that amount since this one stated not to exceed in a 5 year period.  Finance Director Ron Gilbert stated last spring they asked if we could contribute more money.  At that time, we told them we did not have the money.  Commissioner Joines asked how was it presented?  Finance Director Ron Gilbert stated it was in the budget. Commissioner Scott states this Resolution clearly states they were not to exceed $100,000.00.  Finance Director Ron Gilbert states that was operating money.  They came back and asked for additional money, it was put in the budget, it was approved and passed.  
No New Business.  

A list of Notaries for November was presented to the Commission.  Commissioner  Hall made a motion to approve the list of Notaries for November 2008, seconded by Commissioner Murray.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.

Notary Page ________

Commissioner Hall made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Commissioner Bannach.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.
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