STATE OF TENNESSEE, WILSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS, MAY 18, 2009:

Be it remembered that the regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners May 18, 2009, the same being the Third Monday in said month.

There was present and presiding the Honorable Chairman Robert Dedman; Jim Goodall, County Clerk; and a quorum of County Commissioners to wit:

Larry West, Chris Sorey, Fred Weston, Jim Emberton, Kenny Reich, Don Franklin, Frank Bush, Gary Tarpley, Bill Patton, Bob Neal, Billy Rowland, Clint Thomas, Jeff Joines, Mike Justice, Gilbert Graves, Gary Keith, Adam Bannach, L. T. Jenkins, Annette Stafford, Eugene Murray, Heather Scott, Bernie Ash, and Randy Hall.

The Board of Commissioners was opened in the form of law at 7:00 PM when the following proceedings were had and entered to wit:

A prayer was given by Commissioner Patton; everyone said the pledge to the flag, which was led by Commissioner Emberton.
The Clerk called the roll showing 23 present, and 2 absent.
Roll Call Page ________

Commissioner Hall gave the Steering Committee Report and moved that said report be received and filed, seconded by Commissioner Patton.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.

Steering Committee Report Page ________

Commissioner Hall stated the Agenda needed to be amended by deleting the Register of Deeds Report and changing Health & Educational Facilities Board to 3 members.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to adopt the Agenda as amended, seconded by Commissioner Rowland.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.

Agenda Page ________

Commissioner Hall made a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda, seconded by Commissioner.  Resolution 09-5-1 to Amend the Budget & Appropriation Resolution for the 2008-2009 Fiscal Year to Make Line Item Transfers in Tourism..  Resolution 09-5-2 to Amend the Budget & Appropriation Resolution for the 2008-2009 Fiscal Year to Make Line Item Transfers in the Register of Deeds.  Resolution 09-5-3 to Amend the Budget & Appropriation Resolution for the 2008-2009 Fiscal Year to Make Line Item Transfers for Ag Extension.   Passed by a roll call vote 22 for, 0 against, 0 not voting, and 3 absent.
	
	Voting YES:
	(22)
	West, Sorey, Weston, Emberton, Reich, Bush, Tarpley, Patton, Neal, Rowland, Thomas, Joines, Justice, Graves, Keith, Bannach, Jenkins, Stafford, Murray, Scott, Ash, Hall

	
	Voting NO:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSTAINING:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSENT:
	(3)
	Thompson, Franklin, Abercrombie


Resolution 09-5-1 ________



Resolution 09-5-2 ________

Resolution 09-5-3 ________



Roll Call Page ________

County Attorney Mike Jennings read Proclamation for Littering in Wilson County and presented Proclamation to City of Lebanon Beautification Committee.

Commissioner Stafford read Resolution 09-5-15 Honoring Watertown High School Graduate Andrew (Andy) Daniel Ligon.  Commissioner Stafford made a motion that said Resolution be adopted, seconded by Commissioner Patton.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.
Resolution 09-5-15 ________

Commissioner Joines read Resolution 09-5-17 Honoring Wilson Central High School Student James Flatt.  Commissioner Patton made a motion that said Resolution be adopted, seconded by Commissioner Jenkins.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.

Resolution 09-5-17 ________

Commissioner Stafford read Resolution 09-5-16 Honoring Wilson Central High School Student Audrey Joines.  Commissioner Hall made a motion that said Resolution be adopted, seconded by Commissioner Patton.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.

Resolution 09-5-16 ________

Commissioner Hall gave the Minutes Committee Report and moved that said report be received and filed, seconded by Commissioner Rowland.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.

Minutes Committee Report Page ________

Commissioner Bannach made a motion to dispense with the reading of the minutes, seconded by Commissioner Graves.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.

Commissioner Patton gave the Emergency Management Committee Minutes and moved that said report be received and filed, seconded by Commissioner Tarpley.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.
Emergency Management Committee Minutes ________

John Jewell gave the Emergency Management Director’s Report.  Commissioner Patton made a motion that said report be received and filed, seconded by Commissioner Jenkins.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.

Emergency Management Director’s Report Page ________

Commissioner Reich gave the Law Enforcement Committee Report and moved that said report be received and filed, seconded by Commissioner Hall.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.

Law Enforcement Committee Report Page ________ 

Captain Robert Bryan gave the Sheriff’s Report.  Commissioner Tarpley made a motion that said report be received and filed, seconded by Commissioner Jenkins.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.

Sheriff’s Report Page ________

Commissioner Graves gave the Education Committee Report and moved that said report be received and filed, seconded by Commissioner Patton.  Commissioner Stafford made a motion to amend Page 2 to state meet and work together, seconded by Commissioner Jenkins.   Passed by unanimous voice vote.

Education Committee Report Page ________

Commissioner Franklin arrived at meeting.
Director James M. Davis gave the School Director’s Report.   Commissioner Patton made a motion that the report in the packet be received and filed, seconded by Commissioner Joines.  Commissioner Jenkins stated looking forward, I think we will build a Lebanon High School eventually, but plans were mentioned in making the present LHS a middle school.  Is that absolutely necessary or has this building reached a point where it needs to be torn completely down?  Director Davis stated the oldest section will be torn down and demolished.  We will not continue to use that portion of the building.  The newer portion that was added on in later years, can be renovated and continued to be used as a middle school, with some additions and renovations.  That is the long range plan.  That frees up some seats from Carroll Oakland, Tuckers Crossroads, and Southside, this will allow us to get students out of the mobile units.  Commissioner West asked when we come up with the money to build Lebanon High School, who’s going to build it?  Director Davis stated all the bids had expired and they will have to be re-bid.  My recommendation will be for the board to go back and re-bid the project, for a couple of reasons.  I think the bids will be cheaper, than the bids we got last time.  Commissioner West stated he didn’t believe we gave Hardaway a fair shake by them not bidding on the same thing, by them cutting different things.  Director Davis stated that is apples and oranges you’re talking about, a guaranteed maximum price versus a bid price.  I think right now, I can’t speak for the board, but my recommendation would be to them to re-bid. Commissioner Scott asked when was the last time the fire marshal came to Lebanon High School?  Director Davis stated the fire marshal visits several times a year and give us a time line.  The fire marshal that is doing the inspecting now, is pretty much by the book, and he is a new fire marshal to us.  He’s been pretty tough in all of our schools.  In Lebanon High School he has been very gracious to give us time to fix things up.  Commissioner Scott asked are these things on here, been going on for a couple of years and just been neglected in anticipation that a new building was going to be built.  Director Davis stated there were some things noted on there that were not noted in previous fire marshal inspections.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.
Director of Schools Report Page ________

Commissioner Keith gave the Public Works Committee and moved that said report be received and filed, seconded by Commissioner Reich.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.
Public Works Committee Page ________

Commissioner Joines gave the Agricultural Center Management Committee Report and moved that said report be received and filed, seconded by Commissioner Justice.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.
Agricultural Center Management Committee Report Page ________

No report was given at this time by the Cable Television Committee.
No report was given at this time by the Delinquent Tax Committee.

Commissioner Neal gave the Development & Tourism Committee Report and moved that said report be received and filed, seconded by Commissioner Patton.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.
Development & Tourism Committee Report Page ________

No report was given at this time by the Finance Committee.

No report was given at this time by the Health & Welfare Committee.

Commissioner Reich gave the Insurance Committee Report and moved that said report be received and filed, seconded by Commissioner Justice.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.
Insurance Committee Report Page ________

No report was given at this time by the Judicial Committee.
Commissioner Murray gave the Planning & Zoning Committee Report and moved that said report be received and filed, seconded by Commissioner Graves.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.
Planning & Zoning Committee Report Page ________

Commissioner Rowland gave the Recreation Committee Report and moved that said report be received and filed, seconded by Commissioner Patton.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.
Recreation Committee Report Page ________

No report was given at this time by the Rules Committee 
Commissioner Reich gave the Urban Type Public Facilities Board Report and moved that said report be received and filed, seconded by Commissioner Reich.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.

Urban Type Public Facilities Board Report Page ________

Ron Gilbert gave the Finance Director’s Report.  Commissioner Graves made a motion that said report be received and filed, seconded by Commissioner Justice.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.

Finance Director’s Report Page ________

Commissioner Ash gave the Budget Committee Report and moved that said report be received and filed, seconded by Commissioner Justice.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.

Budget Committee Report Page ________

Commissioner Ash read Resolution 09-5-4 to Approve and Accept the Bond of the Wilson County Director of Schools.  Commissioner Ash made a motion that said Resolution be adopted, seconded by Commissioner Murray.  Commissioner Scott stated she wanted to verify this is for the beginning of the term and the ending of the term.  County Attorney Mike Jennings stated it should.  The Board extended Mr. Davis’s contract the other night.   Passed by unanimous voice vote.

Resolution 09-5-4 ________

Commissioner Ash read Resolution 09-5-5 to Reflect Revenues Received but not Included in the Original Budget for the 2008-2009 Fiscal Year and to Amend the Budget & Appropriation Resolution for the 2008-2009 Fiscal Year to Transfer These Funds into the Sheriff’s Department.  Commissioner Stafford made a motion that said Resolution be adopted, seconded by Commissioner Justice.  Passed by roll call vote 23 for, 0 against, 0 not voting, and 2 absent.  

	
	Voting YES:
	(23)
	West, Sorey, Weston, Emberton, Reich, Franklin, Bush, Tarpley, Patton, Neal, Rowland, Thomas, Joines, Justice, Graves, Keith, Bannach, Jenkins, Stafford, Murray, Scott, Ash, Hall

	
	Voting NO:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSTAINING:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSENT:
	(2)
	Thompson, Abercrombie


Resolution 09-5-5 _____



Roll Call Page ________

Commissioner Ash read Resolution 09-5-6 to Amend the Budget & Appropriation Resolution for the 2008-2009 Fiscal Year to Make Line Item Transfers in the Ward Agricultural Center.  Commissioner Ash made a motion that said Resolution be adopted, seconded by Commissioner Murray.  Commissioner Scott asked have we identified why the utilities are increased out there?  Commissioner Joines stated there has been an increase in rate.  Passed by a roll call vote 23 for, 0 against, 0 not voting, and 2 absent.
	
	Voting YES:
	(23)
	West, Sorey, Weston, Emberton, Reich, Franklin, Bush, Tarpley, Patton, Neal, Rowland, Thomas, Joines, Justice, Graves, Keith, Bannach, Jenkins, Stafford, Murray, Scott, Ash, Hall

	
	Voting NO:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSTAINING:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSENT:
	(2)
	Thompson, Abercrombie


Resolution 09-5-6 ________



Roll Call Page ________

Commissioner Ash read Resolution 09-5-7 to Amend the Budget & Appropriation  Resolution for the 2008-2009 Fiscal Year for Line Item Transfers in Recreation.  Commissioner Stafford made a motion that said Resolution be adopted, seconded by Commissioner Justice.  Commissioner Scott stated these are all very worthwhile organizations but when the amount in here is 2/3 of what we have in our Undesignated Fund Balance as a county, isn’t this irresponsible of us, to be giving away this money?  Commissioner Thomas asked next year can we list the previous years and this year, so we can compare the organization and the amount we give them?  Commissioner West asked isn’t this the same one we had last year that was $50,000.00, and someone asked for another $2,000.00 and we gave it too them, but now it’s $59,450.00.  We only had 23 people we gave to last year and it looks like we have 3 or 4 more this year.  Commissioner Rowland stated we had 2 new ones come in this year.  County Attorney Mike Jennings stated you do understand this is money you have already appropriated.  You are just moving it to the line items, you are not digging into your fund balance.  This money is already in your budget.  Commissioner Stafford stated most of these organizations that have come forth and asked the Recreation for money are very small and very worthwhile organizations.  A lot of them are used also for polling and election places.  I don’t think we pay them what they are worth.  If this will bring a community together, I think we should make sure they get funded.   Passed by a roll call vote 22 for, 1 against, 0 not voting, and 2 absent.
	
	Voting YES:
	(22)
	West, Sorey, Weston, Emberton, Reich, Franklin, Bush, Tarpley, Patton, Neal, Rowland, Thomas, Joines, Justice, Graves, Keith, Bannach, Jenkins, Stafford, Murray, Ash, Hall

	
	Voting NO:
	(1)
	Scott

	
	ABSTAINING:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSENT:
	(2)
	Thompson, Abercrombie


Resolution 09-5-7 ________



Roll Call Page ________ 

Commissioner Ash read Resolution 09-5-8 to Amend the Budget & Appropriation Resolution for the 2008-2009 Fiscal Year by Approving Wilson County Board of Education General Purpose School Fund Budget Amendment 2009-08.  Commissioner Ash made a motion that said Resolution be adopted, seconded by Commissioner Stafford.  Passed by a roll call vote 23 for, 0 against, 0 not voting, and 2 absent.
	
	Voting YES:
	(23)
	West, Sorey, Weston, Emberton, Reich, Franklin, Bush, Tarpley, Patton, Neal, Rowland, Thomas, Joines, Justice, Graves, Keith, Bannach, Jenkins, Stafford, Murray, Scott, Ash, Hall

	
	Voting NO:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSTAINING:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSENT:
	(2)
	Thompson, Abercrombie


Resolution 09-5-8 ________



Roll Call Page ________

Commissioner Ash read Resolution 09-5-9 to Amend the Budget & Appropriation Resolution for the 2008-2009 Fiscal Year to Make Line Item Transfers in Archives.  Commissioner Ash made a motion that said Resolution be adopted, seconded by Commissioner Rowland.  Passed by a roll call vote 22 for, 1 against, 0 not voting, and 2 absent.
	
	Voting YES:
	(22)
	West, Sorey, Weston, Emberton, Reich, Franklin, Bush, Tarpley, Patton, Neal, Rowland, Joines, Justice, Graves, Keith, Bannach, Jenkins, Stafford, Murray, Scott, Ash, Hall

	
	Voting NO:
	(1)
	Thomas

	
	ABSTAINING:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSENT:
	(2)
	Thompson, Abercrombie


Resolution 09-5-9 ________



Roll Call Page ________

Commissioner Ash read Resolution 09-5-10 Authorizing Application for the Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant for Wilson County.  Commissioner Stafford made a motion that said Resolution be adopted, seconded by Commissioner Ash.  Commissioner Thomas stated this needs to be $433,300.00.  Commissioner Bush stated this is just approving the request to apply for the block grant, it is not the County Commissions approval of the solar panel project that has been talked about.  Is that correct?  County Attorney Mike Jennings stated paragraph 3 says the Public Works Committee is to determine the project for which these funds are to be used.  The project is not locked in.  Commissioner Bush stated so if we approve this, the Public Works Committee does not have to come back to this body to get the specific project approved?  County Attorney Mike Jennings stated that is correct, because the funding will already be in place.  Commissioner Weston stated the intent is to come up with a project and bring it back to this floor.  Commissioner Stafford asked do we have to use local people in order to provide the solar panels or do we bid it out?  County Attorney Mike Jennings stated it would have to be bid.  Commissioner Scott made a motion that once the project is approved by the committee, then it comes back to the County Commissioner, seconded by Commissioner Murray.  County Attorney Mike Jennings stated a project recommendation had to be presented along with the grant by June 25.  Commissioner Keith stated the TVA has been asked to make recommendations on what’s going to be best for the county in the long run.  If we spend the funds correctly this year, the odds are stronger that this grant will be approved again next year.  Until TVA gets back with us, we don’t know the best way to spend these funds.  Commissioner Bush stated deadlines are important and we don’t have much time, but $433,300.00 is a lot of money.  Solar panels are obsolete technically.  This body has not seen the projects that were proposed.  We have not seen a recommended return on investment.  We have absolutely no idea what the best and most efficient energy project would be.  I am concerned about just writing a blank check or applying for a large amount of  money that may not be the most effective use for the county.  $433,300.00 would replace an awful lot of windows in schools.  I bet that would give us a better return than solar panels on the roof of a building in Middle Tennessee which is not the best location for the generation of electricity with solar panels.  Commissioner Murray asked does this absolutely put us in concrete that these jobs are affixes or can we change these once we get the application and get the money in, can we change our minds?  County Attorney Mike Jennings stated you don’t have to use the money, but once you start spending the money you have too.  What we were told the other night, if you determine after you receive the grant, you can determine you don’t have too spend the money, but if you spend any of it, it’s all or nothing.  Commissioner Weston stated I don’t think we intended that solar panels would be the only thing, that’s something to look at.  If we get a report back from TVA, telling us that’s not the best route, then we may go a different direction.  Commissioner Graves stated what he remembered was it had to applied by the 25th of this month.  County Attorney Mike Jennings stated the 25th of June.  Commissioner Graves asked can we wait till next month to do it?  County Attorney Mike Jennings stated Jeff Dickson told you the other night, that the grant application was manageable, but he wanted to get started on it.  My recommendation is if you want to bring it back to here, change #3 that the Public Works Committee is directed to recommend the project in which these funds will be used to the County Commission.  Then you all will have to vote on it June 15 or you’re not going to get it.  Commissioner Sorey stated, so we have to have a project specified, but the project can be changed even after the grant monies are received.  County Attorney Mike Jennings stated that is the way I understood it.  Commissioner Scott withdraws her motion.  Commissioner Sorey made a motion to amend Paragraph #3 to state that the Public Works Committee is directed to recommend the project in which these funds will be used to the County Commission, seconded by Commissioner Scott.  Commissioner Ash accepts said amendment.  Commissioner Keith stated he strongly recommended this pass exactly as it was written to keep us on the time frame to assure this $433,300.00 is coming to this county.  What’s going to happen is we are going to fool around and lose it all together.  Nobody has a pet project here that they are trying to push through on the County Commission.  We are looking at some high utilities.  A good example is we are spending on average $34,000.00 a month at the Sheriff’s Office and new Courthouse.  If that’s where TVA can best save electricity and cut those utility bills on a long term basis, then that’s exactly what we need to do.  Commissioner Justice stated he attended as a spectator.  I would reaffirm that this be passed and let the committee decide what’s best once TVA has come in and looked at everything.  Amendment passed with a roll call vote 14 for, 9 against, 0 not voting, and 2 absent.
	
	Voting YES:
	(14)
	West, Sorey, Weston, Emberton, Franklin, Bush, Patton, Neal, Rowland, Thomas, Murray, Scott, Ash, Hall

	
	Voting NO:
	(9)
	Reich, Tarpley, Joines, Justice, Graves, Keith, Bannach, Jenkins, Stafford

	
	ABSTAINING:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSENT:
	(2)
	Thompson, Abercrombie


Roll Call Page ________
Resolution as amended passed by a roll call vote 23 for, 0 against, 0 not voting, and 2 absent.

	
	Voting YES:
	(23)
	West, Sorey, Weston, Emberton, Reich, Franklin, Bush, Tarpley, Patton, Neal, Rowland, Thomas, Joines, Justice, Graves, Keith, Bannach, Jenkins, Stafford, Murray, Scott, Ash, Hall

	
	Voting NO:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSTAINING:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSENT:
	(2)
	Thompson, Abercrombie


Resolution 09-5-10 ________



Roll Call Page ________

Commissioner Ash read Resolution 09-5-11 to Approve a Modification to the Plan of Insurance for Partially Self-Funded Medical and Dental Coverage on Behalf of all Wilson County Employees and Dependents.  Commissioner Ash made a motion that said Resolution be adopted, seconded by Commissioner Reich. Commissioner Bush stated what we are doing here is putting a cap on the amount of money that can be spent on an employee for prescription drugs.  This unfairly focuses on a very few people who are extraordinarily ill.  I think that is not at all what we mean by insurance.  Insurance to me means that we all share a small expense such that when very few of us need extraordinary care, whether it be hospitalization or pharmaceuticals, then there would be funds there for that extraordinary event.  It has been pointed out that there are other limitations to coverage and that’s fine, but I don’t think we need to add limitations to coverage that is designed to go after unnamed but very specific people.  I would recommend that this be sent back to the Committee to be reviewed and put in a comprehensive insurance program change that addresses all the issues that are important for us to address.  If we get a series of Resolutions piece milled like this, we are going to wind up with a piece milled insurance program and we are bound to make mistakes.  I do not believe we should pass this Resolution.  Commissioner Ash asked are you saying this will cut off the pharmacy for those few people who have illnesses already?  I know we have a few who have extraordinary drug bills, is that going to stop the paying of their bills?  Commissioner Bush stated it is my understanding this will start with the new budget year and then be effective in the subsequent year.  If I’m incorrect, Commissioner Reich you can correct me.  Commissioner Reich stated it will start on June 1 and run for a calendar year.  Commissioner Ash stated he understood that we had a few people on a $50,000.00 a month drug bill.  Commissioner Reich stated we have some more than that.  Commissioner Ash  asked is it not going to pay their drug bill?  Commissioner Reich stated not if we put a $20,000.00 cap on it, it’s not.  It’s a $20,000.00 annual cap on prescription drugs per individual.  Commissioner Jenkins asked will chemo for cancer patients be considered a drug?  Commissioner Reich stated no, it’s a treatment.  Commissioner Bush stated his point is the philosophy to this more than the specific item.  When we start adding caps, what we are going to do is we are going to have people who need insurance, who are not going to get it and the people who are getting insurance coverage are not paying their fair share.  Failed by a roll call vote 12 for, 10 against, 1 not voting, and 2 absent.

	
	Voting YES:
	(12)
	West, Reich, Franklin, Patton, Joines, Justice, Graves, Keith, Bannach, Stafford, Scott, Hall

	
	Voting NO:
	(10)
	Sorey, Weston, Emberton, Bush, Tarpley, Neal, Rowland, Thomas, Murray, Ash

	
	ABSTAINING:
	(1)
	Jenkins

	
	ABSENT:
	(2)
	Thompson, Abercrombie


Resolution 09-5-11 ________



Roll Call Page ________

Commissioner Ash read Resolution 09-5-12 Necessary Modification of Agency Contributions and Representation in Reference to the Wilson County GIS Enterprise System.  Commissioner Ash made a motion that said Resolution be adopted, seconded by Commissioner Rowland.  Passed by a roll call vote 23 for, 0 against, 0 not voting, and 2 absent.
	
	Voting YES:
	(23)
	West, Sorey, Weston, Emberton, Reich, Franklin, Bush, Tarpley, Patton, Neal, Rowland, Thomas, Joines, Justice, Graves, Keith, Bannach, Jenkins, Stafford, Murray, Scott, Ash, Hall

	
	Voting NO:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSTAINING:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSENT:
	(2)
	Thompson, Abercrombie


Resolution 09-5-12 ________



Roll Call Page ________

Commissioner Ash read Resolution 09-5-13 to Reflect Revenues but not Included in the Original Budget for the 2008-2009 Fiscal Year and to Amend the Budget & Appropriation Resolution for the 2008-2009 Fiscal Year to Transfer These Funds into the Wilson Emergency Management Agency.  Commissioner Ash made a motion that said Resolution be adopted, seconded by Commissioner Patton.  Passed by a roll call vote 23 for, 0 against, 0 not voting, and 2 absent.
	
	Voting YES:
	(23)
	West, Sorey, Weston, Emberton, Reich, Franklin, Bush, Tarpley, Patton, Neal, Rowland, Thomas, Joines, Justice, Graves, Keith, Bannach, Jenkins, Stafford, Murray, Scott, Ash, Hall

	
	Voting NO:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSTAINING:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSENT:
	(2)
	Thompson, Abercrombie


Resolution 09-5-13 ________



Roll Call Page ________

Commissioner Graves made a motion to recess for a public hearing, seconded by Commissioner Scott.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.

Tom Brashears read Resolution 09-5-14 County Flood Damage Prevention Resolution.

No one was present to speak for or against.

Commissioner Justice made a motion to go back into regular session, seconded by Commissioner Bannach.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.

Commissioner Murray made a motion to adopt Resolution 09-5-14, seconded by Commissioner Stafford.  Passed by voice vote
Resolution 09-5-14 ________

No Old Business.
No New Business.  
A list of Notaries for May was presented to the Commission.  Commissioner Graves made a motion to approve the list of Notaries for May, 2009, seconded by Commissioner Jenkins.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.  

Notary Page ________

Chairman Dedman called for the election of five (5) members to the Wilson County Beer Board.  Chairman Dedman recommended Carl Stewart, Tommy Williams, Wayne Beadle, Larry Lovvorn, and Alan Major.  Commissioner Rowland made a motion that said recommendation be approved, seconded by Commissioner Neal.  Passed by voice vote with Commissioner Thomas voting no.

Chairman Dedman called for the election of three (3) members to the Health & Educational Facilities Board.  Chairman Dedman recommended John Bradshaw, Dell Gibson, and Veronica Bender.  Commissioner Graves made a motion that said recommendations be approved, seconded by Commissioner Justice.  Passed by voice vote with Commissioner Thomas voting no.

Commissioner Reich stated concerning Resolution 09-5-11 the Insurance Committee has met several times on this.  Everybody is aware we have to cut 2.7 million dollars by July or we are going to have to do one of two things.  We are going to have to alter the contributions made by the county employees, which a lot of you weren’t here that night, but we had overwhelming representation of the county employees and department heads, not to alter the plans.  I think you read about it in the paper.  The only other thing that we can do, cause we’ve just about made every cut we can.  We have even opened another clinic over here with CareHere.  The only other thing we can do other than altering the employees contributions.  The Insurance Committee has worked hard and voted 4-1 with the recommendation from Mr. Gilbert, Susan Johnson and the people at Healthscope, who monitors and oversees our plans and pays the bills.  They overwhelming recommended that we do this right here.  The Wilson County Government Prescription Benefit, the man was here at the last meeting and he also recommended that we do this.  I don’t know how much some of you checked into this.  We have some people who are receiving $600,000.00 a year in prescription drugs.  $600,000.00 in prescription drugs.  There is no limit on it, they can get up to the million dollar limit.  The person getting $600,000.00 will be at it in a year and 4 months.  In 2008, someone received 232 prescription drugs, that is 19 prescription drugs a month.  I don’t think anyone needs 19 prescription drugs a month.  All I can say is tonight we have voted this down, but the Insurance Committee voted 4-1 to do this overwhelming.  We do not want to alter the plan for the county employees or what they put into it.  All I can say is be prepared to add another $1,500.00 per employee to your budget.

Commissioner Thomas stated when we were at Resolution 09-5-7 with the Recreation Committee.  I asked if now was the time I could request this information that I got into next year if we can have it compared to the ones listed last year and the ones this future year.  I didn’t get an answer and furthermore I’ve looked back into the Recreation Committee Minutes and it says nothing about addressing the groups from last year or the monies.  Commissioner Rowland stated each one has the opportunity to address the Committee and the Committee voted unanimously to do this.  Commissioner Thomas asked next year when we do this can we have the same thing listed along with what’s requested that year.  County Attorney Mike Jennings stated he does the Resolution, but the budget amendment comes from Mr. Gilbert’s Office.  

Commissioner Joines stated the Insurance Committee; everybody on there has struggled with what they want to do, to do the best for the county.  You have 5 individuals that this cap is going to stop, but before we just say we’re not going to help those people, we had plans in place that would.  The person that has the expensive one, will be able or would have been able to go on a State Plan.  He or she would have been able to get their medicine.  The other people that had the extremely high prescription and the extremely high number they could have gotten below that $20,000.00 by using some generic drugs, not all of their prescriptions but the majority of them.  We had a plan in place for those people who would have been affected by this.  We didn’t just decide to cut those people off and not have a life line for them; we are not that kind of way.  When we bring you something, and you have questions;  Commissioner Bush was right, that’s his opinion on the way he thinks the Insurance ought to be, but he didn’t tell you what I just told you.  Now that we’ve voted this down, we can’t save enough money now to not alter the plan.  When the plan gets altered, we are going to send them to you.  Commissioner Graves asked can we bring this back next month?  County Attorney Mike Jennings stated you can’t bring this Resolution back next month, but you can bring a different one.  Commissioner Sorey asked why can’t we do a motion to reconsider?  Commissioner Reich stated he didn’t thing people really checked into this, because he didn’t get a single phone call on this.  We sat here tonight and voted down something that the Insurance Committee, who was elected by this County Commission, voted overwhelmingly to do.  As far as I’m concerned one of you all run for the Insurance Committee.  Commissioner Sorey made a motion to reconsider the vote for Resolution 09-5-11, seconded by Commissioner Keith.  Commissioner Keith stated if we wait another 30 days, it will probably cost us another $60,000.00.  Commissioner Reich asked Finance Director Ron Gilbert how much we paid per week on prescription drugs?  Finance Director Ron Gilbert stated $30,000.00 a week.  Commissioner Ash stated when we were having the discussion, he did ask were the people with the high drug cost going to be cut off and somebody said yes.  That was my concern, if they have been taken care of I can change my vote.  County Attorney Mike Jennings stated let me make a suggestion to you.  We have to be very careful with we discuss these things, that we don’t disclose any personal identifiable information.  We’ve been close a time or two when we’ve said he or she.  Perhaps you want to bring this Resolution back next month without any personal identifiable information and include in the Resolution what your going to do for those this affects, so you know what their life line is.  Commissioner Bush stated I voted against this in the committee meeting and we had a very long and useful discussion, and I felt compelled that that discussion be held by 25 of us not just 5 of us.  With the savings that would be generated by this particular action, we still do not close the gap that is required to be closed.  It’s a big chunk, but it doesn’t do the job.  The committee is still going to have to go back and meet and revise the county insurance program and either raise additional funds or cut additional services on top of this particular action.  I think this is a bad action, obviously.  I think there are other things that can be done and the committee ought to meet and present to the Commission two or three comprehensive plans, all of which will close the financial gap that we have.  It is a serious financial problem.  By going Resolution by Resolution month by month bit by bit we are not going to get there.  I would recommend, that in fact the committee has been meeting frequently, that they put together a couple of proposals of a complex issue within a simple fashion that the 25 of us can understand and make some decisions.  Here’s Program A, Program B, and Program C; they all meet the financial problem that we have, they are different.  Let’s put together an intelligent proposal to allow each one of us to understand the overall issue and make an intelligent vote.  I would be against reconsideration.  I would request that the Insurance Committee get back together and put together a couple of comprehensive proposals.  Some of which have been presented to the Committee by our TPA, who has been doing a very, very good job.  Commissioner Weston stated he has been retired 24 years from the telephone company.  I had insurance when I left there, now they are taxing me on my insurance.  I’m not trying to be ugly to anybody, our employees of this County need to participate in this insurance program.  They need to provide, this Insurance Committee needs to come up with a formula for our employees to participate in this program.  Not for us to give 100% to the retirees, not to give 100% to the employees.  It’s just not right, they need to participate in it, and I’ll be glad to serve on that Committee.  Commissioner Jenkins stated he knew medical records were private, but when your getting 19 prescriptions if there’s not some drug abuse, can this panel of Insurance Committee ask for a letter from their physician saying these drugs are mandated by him?  I wonder if they are absolutely necessary,  I wonder how many of these pain killers that the physician might not even know about are.  Commissioner Joines stated we are half way through a process that we are trying to do.  Every time we bring something it’s part of the process to bring us down to where we need to be.  Two or three comprehensive plans is fine, but lets cut the things we can cut without hurting people before we get there.  We didn’t get the opportunity to do that part of it.  We changed from one provider to another and that saved us $500,000.00.  We are going to do this, without hurting anyone on the plan right now, and it’s going to save us $650,000.00.  We have another meeting coming up in a week or so that we are going to try to change the way we do our MRI’s and X-Rays, we are trying to get a deal right there.  If you stop us in the middle of the tracks there’s nothing we can do.  All we will be able to do is say it’s going to cost you $100.00 a month for your insurance.  Don’t make us do that.  Let us cut what we can without hurting people.  Then if we have to do something else we can.  Commissioner Reich stated the meeting before last we had on this, we put out to all department heads to come to this meeting.  Everyone of them were there, it was standing room only.  We were asked by department heads and county employees overwhelmingly not to raise the co-pay if possible, because we can’t give raises, and we haven’t given raises in the last two years and were not going to be able to give one this year.  I hope we can give one next year.  They’ve asked us not to not be able to give them a raise and raise their co-pay, which is going to be more out of pocket money to them.  We have tried like Commissioner Joines said to make cuts in this program that does not cost the employee.  Commissioner Graves made a motion to call for questions. Passed by a roll call vote to reconsider 18 for, 5 against, 0 not voting, and 2 absent.
	
	Voting YES:
	(18)
	West, Sorey, Reich, Franklin, Tarpley, Patton, Rowland, Joines, Justice, Graves, Keith, Bannach, Jenkins, Stafford, Murray, Scott, Ash, Hall

	
	Voting NO:
	(5)
	Weston, Emberton, Bush, Neal, Thomas

	
	ABSTAINING:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSENT:
	(2)
	Thompson, Abercrombie
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Reconsider Resolution 09-5-11. Commissioner Murray stated he needed the reassurance that they will not be cut off at the knees, you have that covered.  Commissioner Reich stated it is going to take their action, we are not going to go to the State of Tennessee for them.  It is up to them to go to the State of Tennessee and solicit this.  They have been told by certified letter that they have to take some kind of action. Commissioner Weston asked you don’t think there should be a co-payment for anybody on this health plan.  Commissioner Reich stated they have a co-pay now.  Commissioner Weston asked how much is it?  Commissioner Reich stated $10.00 on name brand and $5.00 on generic.  Commissioner Weston stated to make this thing work the taxpayers are going to pay for this.  Your plan says you have to use generic, no it doesn’t.  It ought to say they have to use generic drugs.  Commissioner Justice stated he wished everyone had been at the Insurance meeting.  There’s a lot of good ideas that have been mentioned tonight.  We had a long Insurance meeting and all this has been talked about. The topping off, the capping of prescriptions were talked about.  The employees can go through Healthscope and talk to the drug manufacturers direct.  We covered all this the other night, because no one wants to put anything out from anyone.  We’ve actually put out a letter to all employees, saying if they did not use generic drugs in the near future the Insurance Committee would pass along to the County Commission that the co-pay would change.  Commissioner Bush stated the committee should do the Commission the honor of putting together a comprehensive proposal, so all of these things can be looked at, analyzed, and compared.  What we’ve just heard is that these people with high pharmaceutical expenses are being cut off from the County Insurance Program, we are not providing an alternative for them.  It is up to them to figure out what they do, when we cut them off.  Commissioner Graves made a motion to adopt Resolution 09-5-11, seconded by Commissioner Justice.  Commissioner Patton called for the questions. Passed by a roll call vote 18 for, 5 against, 0 not voting, and 2 absent.

	
	Voting YES:
	(18)
	West, Sorey, Reich, Franklin, Tarpley, Patton, Rowland, Joines, Justice, Graves, Keith, Bannach, Jenkins, Stafford, Murray, Scott, Ash, Hall

	
	Voting NO:
	(5)
	Weston, Emberton, Bush, Neal, Thomas

	
	ABSTAINING:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSENT:
	(2)
	Thompson, Abercrombie


Resolution 09-5-11 ________
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Commissioner Hall made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Commissioner Graves.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.
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