STATE OF TENNESSEE, WILSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS, AUGUST 22, 2011:

Be it remembered that the regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners August 22, 2011, the same being the Fourth Monday in said month.

There was present and presiding the Honorable Chairman Randall Hutto; Jim Goodall, County Clerk; and a quorum of County Commissioners to wit:

Becky Siever, Stephanie McDonald, Fred Weston, Chad Barnard, Jerry McFarland, Kenny Reich,  Terry Scruggs, Frank Bush, Sara Patton, Nathan Clariday,  Billy Rowland, Clint Thomas, Jeff Joines, Mike Justice, Jason Brockman, Gary Keith, Adam Bannach, William Glover, Annette Stafford, Eugene Murray, Wendell Marlowe, Bernie Ash, Paul Abercrombie and Randy Hall.

The Board of Commissioners was opened in the form of law at 7:00 P.M. when the following proceedings were had and entered to wit:

A prayer was given by Ivan Parker; everyone said the pledge to the flag, which was led by Ivan Parker.
The Clerk called the roll showing 24 present and 1 absent.  
Commissioner Hall gave the Steering Committee Report and moved that said report be received and filed, seconded by Commissioner Rowland.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.

Steering Committee Report Page ________

Commissioner Hall made a motion to adopt the Agenda, seconded by Commissioner Stafford.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.

Agenda Page ________

No Consent Agenda was presented at this time.
Commissioner Joines read Resolution 11-8-10 Honoring and Recognizing the Effort of the Wilson County Fair Volunteers.  Commissioner Joines made a motion that said Resolution be adopted, seconded by Commissioner Stafford.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.

Resolution 11-8-10 ________

Commissioner Bradshaw arrived at the meeting.

Commissioner Murray read Resolution 11-8-11 Honoring and Expressing our Appreciation to Sharon Lackey for her Work as Interim Finance Director.  Commissioner Glover made a motion that said Resolution be adopted, seconded by Commissioner Clariday.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.

Resolution 11-8-11 ________

Commissioner Abercrombie gave the Minutes Committee Report and moved that said report be received and filed, seconded by Commissioner Stafford.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.
Minute Committee Report Page ________

Commissioner Bannach made a motion to dispense with the reading of the minutes, seconded by Commissioner Glover.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.

Communications from the Chair.  Chairman Hutto stated it is a great honor to be Mayor of a place that puts on the Wilson County Fair.  Concerning the Nashville SuperSpeedway; we are in no way responsible for the Bond Issue still owing.  As he has approached his first budget with everyone; you all have made it look easy and I applaud you for your effort.  John Dewaal was introduced as the new Stormwater Groundwater Director.

Commissioner Ash gave the Emergency Management Committee Report and moved that said report be received and filed, seconded by Commissioner Joines.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.
Emergency Management Committee Report Page ________

Director John Jewell gave the Emergency Management Director’s Report.  Commissioner Reich  made a motion that said report be received and filed, seconded by Commissioner Murray.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.

Emergency Management Director’s Report Page ________

No report was given at this time by Law Enforcement Committee.
Terry Ashe gave the Sheriff’s Report.  Commissioner Justice made a motion that said report be received and filed, seconded by Commissioner McFarland.   Passed by unanimous voice vote.

Sheriff’s Report Page ________

No report was given at this time by the Education Committee.
Director James M. Davis gave the Schools Director Report.   Commissioner Stafford made a motion that said report be received and filed, seconded by Commissioner Joines.     Passed by unanimous voice vote.

Director of Schools Report Page ________

No report was given at this time by the Public Works Committee.
Commissioner Joines gave the Agricultural Center Management Committee Report and moved that said report be received and filed, seconded by Commissioner Justice.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.
Agricultural Center Management Committee Report Page ________

Commissioner Marlowe gave the Animal Control Committee Report and moved that said report be received and filed, seconded by Commissioner Joines.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.

Animal Control Committee Report Page ________

No report was given at this time by the Back Tax Committee Report.
No report was given at this time by the Cable Television Committee.

Commissioner Thomas gave the Development & Tourism Committee Report and moved that said report be received and filed, seconded by Commissioner Glover.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.
Development & Tourism Committee Report Page ________

No report was given at this time by the Finance Committee.
No report was given at this time by the Health & Welfare Committee.
No report was given at this time by the Insurance Committee.
No report was given at this time by the Judicial Committee.
No report was given at this time by the Planning & Zoning Committee.
No report was given at this time by the Recreation Committee.
No report was given at this time by the Rules Committee.

Commissioner Rowland gave the Urban Type Public Facilities Board Report and moved that said report be received and filed, seconded by Commissioner Joines.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.

Urban Type Public Facilities Board Report ________

Director Aaron Maynard gave the Finance Director’s Report.  Commissioner Justice made a motion that said report be received and filed, seconded by Commissioner Glover.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.

Finance Director’s Report Page ________

Commissioner Ash gave the Budget Committee Report and moved that said report be received and filed, seconded by Commissioner Justice.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.

Budget Committee Report Page ________

Commissioner Ash read Resolution 11-8-1 Making Appropriations for the Various Funds, Departments, Institutions, Offices and Agencies of Wilson County, Tennessee, for the Fiscal Year Beginning July 1, 2011 and Ending June 30, 2012. Commissioner Glover made a motion that said Resolution be adopted, seconded by Commissioner Justice.  Commissioner Bush asked what is the sequence of addressing the tax rate as opposed to the items in the budget?  Commissioner Ash stated the tax rate comes up second.  Commissioner Bush asked we are at a position where general discussion with regard to particular items of the budget is appropriate?  Commissioner Ash stated yes.  Commissioner Bush stated he has been honored to be part of this process now for 5 going on 6 years and I had hoped and have commented on each of the years that I had been involved that we move toward what is called a balanced budget.  Not a difficult concept to understand.  Something that every family deals with and every business deals with.  What I have seen year after year is we continue to spend more than we bring in.  This year is no different; $8,000,000.00   Where are we going to get $8,000,000.00?  The budget calls for spending $203,531,000.00, sources of funds $195,000,000.00 and change.  We can not continue to do this.  I am reminded that these funds are coming in from previous fund balances.  That’s like a family digging out of its savings account to buy its food and shelter and things that it needs.  Most families try to add to their savings account, not withdraw.  We are taking money away from our children.  I know that sounds dramatic, but it is very very simple.  Take a look at what happens when the Federal Government does the same thing.  There credit rating is downgraded, the debt gets more expensive.  It gets more difficult to do the things they need to do.  What happens when unexpected events occur in Wilson County and we do not have the money to pay for it?  I’m disappointed that the budget committee did not address this specifically.  Balanced budgets where I come from are very basic.  I don’t believe that for this particular budget we can make sufficient adjustments to get to a balance that is enough.  I would like to take one step to try.  Motion made to remove from the budget and put back in the General Fund the substational salary increases that have been proposed; $1.2 million going to the employees of the county and $1.2 million going to the school district, seconded by Commissioner Thomas.  Commissioner Thomas made a motion to amend to take the $2.4 million and give back as a tax rebate to the 45,000 property owners; and charge the HR Director with giving our county employees with what they actually deserve.  Commissioner Bush accepts said amendment.  Commissioner Ash asked does your amendment call for a tax increase to pay for that?  Commissioner Thomas stated no it does not.  Commissioner Ash asked how do you plan to pay for that?  Commissioner Thomas stated this is a tax rebate; a one time rebate.  It’s the same thing; instead of just paying 600 individuals, who actually deserve more, we are giving it to the 45,000 which includes the 600.  County Attorney Mike Jennings stated Commissioner Bush made a motion to amend the original Resolution; Commissioner Thomas seconded that and then made a motion to amend the amendment and Commissioner Bush accepted.  None of the original amendment or amendment as amended have been voted upon.  That would be the first step. Commissioner Ash stated I agree in theory with what you are saying about a balanced budget, obviously that is the right thing to do.  The budget committee is making steps in the right direction.  If we continue working in the right direction, we will get to a balanced budget.  County Attorney Mike Jennings stated let me caution you all.  I know there are different amendments coming.  Don’t put them all together, take them one at a time.  Otherwise you are going to be so confused.  Keep in mind that the people to your right and to my left have to record this for prosperity and they need to understand what you are voting on too.  Commissioner Bush stated the work on any budget committee is extraordinarily difficult and I know the time you all have spent into it.  I know we all share the same goal to move towards a balanced budget.  My original comment pointed out that the out of balance amount is $8,000,000.00 and my proposal is not to find $8,000,000.00 it is to take a step in that direction.  I think that is consistent with what Bernie just mentioned.  We are talking $2.4 million of the $8 million shortfall.  That is totally discretionary and is something that we can handle. I think to remove that from the budget and give it back to the taxpayers is exactly what we ought to do.  Our responsibility is to 114,000 citizens of Wilson County not just the smaller number of employees and teachers; although they all deserve far more than what they are currently being paid.  If we keep frittering away these small little increments we will never be able to have the funds necessary to make up the difference in a Wilson County 10 year teacher and a 10 year Davidson County teacher.  Chairman Hutto stated if we take the $2.4 million back and give it to the taxpayers; we haven’t fixed anything we still have an $8 million shortfall.  Commissioner Bush stated that is correct.  Commissioner Stafford stated she would like to know where each of you were when we spent time up here talking about this budget.  Why wasn’t all the ideas brought to us at that time?  We spent several long nights here.  I appreciate you asking your questions here on the floor tonight; but if you had an idea that we could have looked at or considered I would have appreciated if you had brought it at that time. Amendment failed by roll call vote 5 for, 19 against, 1 not voting, and 0 absent.
	
	Voting YES:
	(5)
	Weston, Barnard, Bush, Clariday, Thomas

	
	Voting NO:
	(19)
	Siever, McDonald, McFarland, Reich, Scruggs, Patton, Rowland, Joines, Justice, Brockman, Keith, Bannach, Glover, Stafford, Murray, Marlowe, Ash, Abercrombie, Hall

	
	ABSTAINING:
	(1)
	Bradshaw

	
	ABSENT:
	(None)
	


Commissioner Clariday asked does the 6% go to elected officials?  Chairman Hutto stated no it does not.  Commissioner Marlowe asked how long are we going to take a status quo county?  Motion to amend to take $2.4 million and put back in the fund balance and change the tax rate by adding an additional 12 cents.  Amendment dies for lack of a second.  Commissioner Weston stated the bonds needed to be paid off instead of giving it to the employees.  Commissioner Bradshaw asked will the bus drivers receive the bonus?  Director of Schools Mike Davis stated all employees would receive the bonus except for substitute teachers.  Commissioner Brockman made a motion to amend instead of giving a 6% bonus change to a 2% raise across the board; a full 2% to County Employees and .04% to Teachers.  Dies for lack of a second.  Commissioner Joines stated he believed our county employees are the most valuable things we’ve got here. We have about 12 – 14 employees who are not making much money.  Motion to amend to set minimum salary of all County Employees at $9.50 per hour, seconded by Commissioner Justice.  Commissioner Ash stated he would rather have this go through the budget committee so they would know the exact numbers they are talking about.  Commissioner Bradshaw stated he would like to see this go through the budget committee.  Commissioner Murray stated he would like to see this go through the budget committee.  Passed by a roll call vote 13 for, 12 against, 0 not voting, and 0 absent.

	
	Voting YES:
	(13)
	McFarland, Reich, Patton, Rowland, Thomas, Joines, Justice, Brockman, Keith, Glover, Stafford, Marlowe, Hall

	
	Voting NO:
	(12)
	Siever, McDonald, Weston, Barnard, Scruggs, Bush, Clariday, Bradshaw, Bannach, Murray, Ash, Abercrombie

	
	ABSTAINING:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSENT:
	(None)
	


Commissioner Patton made a motion to hire 3 EMT’s and 3 Paramedics by adding an additional $15,500 into the WEMA budget, seconded by Commissioner Brockman.  Commissioner Ash stated the reason we have the committee process is so we can get with the Finance Director and get accurate numbers.  Commissioner Glover made a motion to defer, seconded to Commissioner Stafford.  Passed by a roll call vote 19 for, 6 against, 0 not voting, and 0 absent.

	
	Voting YES:
	(19)
	Siever, McDonald, Weston, Barnard, Bush, Patton, Bradshaw, Joines, Justice, Brockman, Keith, Bannach, Glover, Stafford, Murray, Marlowe, Ash, Abercrombie, Hall

	
	Voting NO:
	(6)
	McFarland, Reich, Scruggs, Clariday, Rowland, Thomas

	
	ABSTAINING:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSENT:
	(None)
	


Commissioner Reich state the Road Commission has decided to pay the 6% bonus to their people out of their fund balance and not out of the General Fund.  Motion to amend the Road Commission budget to move $186,000.00 out of Fund Balance into the Pay Line Item for 6% bonus, seconded by Commissioner Rowland.  Commissioner Bradshaw asked is this a 6% bonus or raise?  Commissioner Reich stated bonus.  Commissioner Murray asked shouldn’t this go through committee?  Commissioner Reich stated it has already.  Commissioner Ash accepts said amendment.

Commissioner Bannach, Commissioner Sevier, Commissioner Marlowe, Commissioner McDonald, Commissioner Murray, Commissioner Keith, and Commissioner Scruggs each read the following statement:  “Pursuant to Tennessee Code Annotated 5-5-102(b)(4)(A). I do hereby publicly acknowledge the following:  Because I am an employee of Wilson County, I have a conflict of interest in the proposal about to be voted.  However, I declare that my argument and my vote answer only to my conscience and to my obligation to my constituents and the citizens this body represent.”    Commissioner Weston stated since I don’t have a conflict I would like to make a statement that my thoughts are with the taxpayers of this County.  They are property owners that pay taxes in this County and I represent them.

Resolution as Amended passed by roll call vote 18 for, 6 against, 1 not voting, and 0 absent.

	
	Voting YES:
	(18)
	Siever, McDonald, Barnard, McFarland, Reich, Patton, Rowland, Joines, Justice, Keith, Bannach, Glover, Stafford, Murray, Marlowe, Ash, Abercrombie, Hall

	
	Voting NO:
	(6)
	Weston, Scruggs, Bush, Clariday, Thomas, Brockman

	
	ABSTAINING:
	(1)
	Bradshaw

	
	ABSENT:
	(None)
	


 Resolution 11-8-1 ________

Commissioner Ash read Resolution 11-8-1A Fixing the Tax Levy in Wilson County, Tennessee for the Fiscal Year Beginning July 1, 2011.  Commissioner Stafford made a motion that said Resolution be adopted, seconded by Commissioner Justice.  Passed by roll call vote 21 for, 4 against, 0 not voting, and 0 absent.
	
	Voting YES:
	(21)
	Siever, McDonald, Barnard, McFarland, Reich, Scruggs, Patton, Bradshaw, Rowland, Joines, Justice, Brockman, Keith, Bannach, Glover, Stafford, Murray, Marlowe, Ash, Abercrombie, Hall

	
	Voting NO:
	(4)
	Weston, Bush, Clariday, Thomas

	
	ABSTAINING:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSENT:
	(None)
	


Resolution 11-8-1A ________

Commissioner Ash read Resolution 11-8-2 Designating the Wilson County Board of Zoning Appeals to Hear Appeals from the International Residential Building Code. Commissioner Glover made a motion that said Resolution be adopted, seconded by Commissioner Brockman.  Passed by roll call vote 24 for, 1 against, 0 not voting, and 0 absent.
	
	Voting YES:
	(24)
	Siever, McDonald, Weston, Barnard, McFarland, Reich, Scruggs, Bush, Patton, Bradshaw, Rowland, Thomas, Joines, Justice, Brockman, Keith, Bannach, Glover, Stafford, Murray, Marlowe, Ash, Abercrombie, Hall

	
	Voting NO:
	(1)
	Clariday

	
	ABSTAINING:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSENT:
	(None)
	


Resolution 11-8-2 ________

Commissioner Ash read Resolution 11-8-3 Approving an Amendment of Lease to Lease No. 57-4741-7-672 with the Natural Resources Conservation Service.  Commissioner Glover made a motion that said Resolution be adopted, seconded by Commissioner Marlowe.  Passed by roll call vote 24 for, 1 against, 0 not voting, and 0 absent.
	
	Voting YES:
	(24)
	Siever, McDonald, Weston, Barnard, McFarland, Reich, Scruggs, Bush, Patton, Bradshaw, Rowland, Thomas, Joines, Justice, Brockman, Keith, Bannach, Glover, Stafford, Murray, Marlowe, Ash, Abercrombie, Hall

	
	Voting NO:
	(1)
	Clariday

	
	ABSTAINING:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSENT:
	(None)
	


Resolution 11-8-3 ________
Commissioner Ash read Resolution 11-8-4 Designating September 11, 2011 as “A Day of Prayer for Our Schools” in Wilson County.  Commissioner Glover made a motion that said Resolution be adopted, seconded by Commissioner Stafford.  Passed by a unanimous voice vote.
Resolution 11-8-4 ________

Commissioner Ash read Resolution 11-8-5 Establishing a Program to Provide Assistance to Low-Income Elderly Residents of Wilson County for Fiscal Year 2011-2012 by Providing Funds to Partially Match the State Property Tax Relief Grant to any Eligible Property Owner.  Commissioner Stafford made a motion that said Resolution be adopted, seconded by Commissioner Glover.  Commissioner Thomas made a motion to replace section #5 with to automatically renew each year without coming back before the Commission to vote.  Commissioner Ash accepts said amendment.  Commissioner Justice stated he is all for this, but he feels this could cause problems down the road if they don’t vote on this every year.  Commissioner Ash withdraws his acceptance to the amendment.  Commissioner Thomas withdraws his amendment to the Resolution.  Passed by roll call vote 25 for, 0 against, 0 not voting, and 0 absent.
	
	Voting YES:
	(25)
	Siever, McDonald, Weston, Barnard, McFarland, Reich, Scruggs, Bush, Patton, Clariday, Bradshaw, Rowland, Thomas, Joines, Justice, Brockman, Keith, Bannach, Glover, Stafford, Murray, Marlowe, Ash, Abercrombie, Hall

	
	Voting NO:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSTAINING:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSENT:
	(None)
	


Resolution 11-8-5 ________

Commissioner Ash read Resolution 11-8-6 Ratifying Continued Membership in the Regional Transportation Authority of Middle Tennessee.   Commissioner Glover made a motion that said Resolution be adopted, seconded by Commissioner Murray.  Passed by voice vote with Commissioner Clariday voting no.  

Resolution 11-8-6 ________

Commissioner Ash read Resolution 11-8-7 Directing the Wilson Emergency Management Agency to Place an Ambulance at Wilson Emergency Management Agency Station 7 in Statesville and to Provide the Appropriate Staffing and Equipment to Man This Ambulance.  Commissioner Rowland made a motion that said Resolution be adopted, seconded by Commissioner Murray.  Commissioner Joines made a motion to defer to committee, seconded by Commissioner Glover.  Passed by roll call vote 16 for, 9 against, 0 not voting, and 0 absent.
	
	Voting YES:
	(16)
	Siever, McDonald, Weston, Barnard, Reich, Bush, Joines, Justice, Brockman, Keith, Bannach, Glover, Marlowe, Ash, Abercrombie, Hall

	
	Voting NO:
	(9)
	McFarland, Scruggs, Patton, Clariday, Bradshaw, Rowland, Thomas, Stafford, Murray

	
	ABSTAINING:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSENT:
	(None)
	


Commissioner Ash read Resolution 11-8-8 Approving an Interlocal Agreement with the City of Mt. Juliet Requiring the Wilson Emergency management Agency to Provide and Ambulance and Two Personnel Per Shift in a Fire/EMS Station Built by the City of Mt. Juliet in the Providence Area and to Maintain Current Staffing and Equipment at Station No. 3 Located in the City of Mt. Juliet.  Commissioner Brockman made a motion that said Resolution be adopted, seconded by Commissioner Bradshaw.  Commissioner Glover made a motion to amend first paragraph to pay for firefighters and equipment at Station 3, seconded by Commissioner Bradshaw.  Commissioner Siever made a motion to defer, seconded by Commissioner Murray.  Commissioner Justice made a motion to defer till after the Station is built.  Commissioner Siever accepts said amendment.  Commissioner Stafford made a motion to Table until after Mt. Juliet has built Station, seconded by Commissioner Justice.  Motion to amend passed by roll call vote 18 for, 7 against, 0 not voting, and 0 absent.
	
	Voting YES:
	(18)
	Siever, McDonald, Barnard, McFarland, Reich, Scruggs, Patton, Rowland, Joines, Justice, Keith, Bannach, Glover, Stafford, Murray, Ash, Abercrombie, Hall

	
	Voting NO:
	(7)
	Weston, Bush, Clariday, Bradshaw, Thomas, Brockman, Marlowe

	
	ABSTAINING:
	(None)
	

	
	ABSENT:
	(None)
	


Resolution 11-8-8 ________

No Old Business.  
No New Business.   
A list of Notaries for august was presented to the Commission.  Commissioner Murray made a motion to approve the list of Notaries for August, 2011, seconded by Commissioner Glover.  Passed by unanimous voice vote 
Notary Page ________

Commissioner Marlowe made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Commissioner Justice.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.
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