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October is an 
exciting time of 
the year. The 
leaves are chang-
ing, the air be-
comes 
crisp…..and Wil-
son County com-
petes against oth-
er Tennessee 
counties for brag-
ging rights in the 
GNRC awards. 
Each year the 
Greater Nashville 
Regional Council 
asks counties to 
submit completed 
projects in a giv-
en fiscal year. the 
projects should 
benefit the coun-
ty/community in 
any number of 
categories: Rec-
reation and 
Youth Engage-
ment, Aging/

Senior Activity 
Programs, Pro-
tective Services, 
Land Use initia-
tives, Public 
Works and Utili-
ty Infrastructure 
or Economic De-
velopment. This 
year, Wilson 
County received 
three GNRC 
awards: The Wil-
son County 

Homeless Coali-
tion; our Tourism 
Department for 

WilCo on 
the Go! and 
the highly 
anticipated 
opening of 
our Wilson 
County 
Veterans 
Museum. 
These are 
just a few 
examples of 
what really 
makes Wilson 

County, “The 
Place to Be!” 
Congratulations 
to 

these groups. We 
appreciate your 
hard work and 
dedication to 
making and keep-
ing our county 
great. Stories and 
pictures of each 
group will be 
featured in up-
coming additions 
of the Wilson 
County Connec-
tion so stayed 
tuned! 



A Toast to Ten-
nessee Wine 
Festival made its 
way back to 
Wilson County 
for another great 
event on April 
30th. Many festi-
val go-
ers ar-
rived at 
the 
event in 
style by 
way of 
the Mu-
sic City 
Star in 
support 
of the 
children 
of St. 
Jude. 
Spon-
sored 
by the 
Mt. Ju-
liet 
Cham-
ber of 
Com-
merce, 
train tickets for 
the April 30th 
train event were 
only $12 and 
were donated 
back to St. Jude 
Children’s Re-
search Hospital. 
“Being a spon-
sor of the Mu-
sic City Star for 
the Wine Festi-
val for the sec-
ond year is a 

tremendous 
feeling. It’s an 
honor to live 
and work and 
in a county, 
who cares so 
deeply for this 
cause. Working 

with Mayor 
Hutto’s office 
and the RTA 
has been noth-
ing short of a 
superb experi-
ence and I look 
forward to 
working with 
them again in 
the future.” 
Mark Hinesley, 
Mt. Juliet 
Chamber of 

Commerce 

 The Chamber 
donated $689.89 
in ticket sales 
for this year’s 
event. 

Wilson County 

Mayor Randall 
Hutto went on to 
say, “Last year 
was the first 
time for the 
Wine Festival to 
coincide on the 
same day as the 
marathon and it 
resulted in a 
great way to 
raise even more 
funds for St. 
Jude. I appreci-

ate Mark’s hard 
work as well as 
the staff of the 
chamber to co-
ordinate those 
dates again this 
year.  The team-
work and part-

nership 
of all the 
involved 
parties 
has been 
just tre-
mendous 
and we 
look for-
ward to 
future 
events 
like this 
one. 
Thank 
you to 
Mark 
Hinesley 
and the 
Mt. Juli-
et Cham-
ber of 
Com-
merce 

for your hard 
work and will-
ingness to give 
back to the kids 
of St. Jude and 
thank you to St. 
Jude, RTA and 
NERR for all 
your hard work 
throughout this 
process.”  

Pictured left to right  Miriam Leibowitz, RTA; Randall Hutto, Wilson County Mayor; Mark Hinesley, Mt. Juliet Chamber of 
Commerce; Courtney McMahon, St. Jude 



 
  

 



 Regional Trans-
portation Authority of 
Middle Tennessee (RTA) 
officials and Wilson 
County leaders officially 
celebrated the new Music 
City Star train station 
in Hamilton Springs 
on September 4th 
marking the begin-
ning of train opera-
tions for the state’s 
first transit-oriented 
development (TOD). 

 RTA CEO 
Steve Bland, Wilson 
County Mayor and 
RTA Vice Chair 
Randall Hutto, City 
of Lebanon Mayor 
Bernie Ash, Horn 
Springs Group De-
veloper Jack Bell, and 
Lebanon Ward 6 City 
Councilor Rick Bell 
gathered to commemo-
rate the train station, 
which officially came 
online and began 
serving passengers 
boarding at Hamilton 
Springs on Monday, 
August 27. 

 “The new 
Hamilton Springs Sta-
tion is just one more 
example of the tre-
mendous growth we 
are experiencing in 
Lebanon,” City of 
Lebanon Mayor Ber-
nie Ash said. “We are 
grateful for the fore-
sight of the Bell family 
in creating a transit ori-
ented development that 
will benefit the citizens 
of Lebanon for years to 
come.” 

 The Hamilton 

Springs Station covers 
3.2 acres and is a central 
part of the TOD – a com-
munity that has been 
planned, designed, and 
constructed to emphasize 

the use of transportation 
modes other than cars. 
The station serves resi-
dents of the Hamilton 
Springs community as 
well as other residents of 
Wilson County, thanks to 

a Park & Ride with 160 
lighted parking spaces 
next to the train station. 

 “It is an exciting 
day for RTA and Wilson 
County as we welcome a 
4th Music City Star sta-

tion to Wilson County 
and a 7th station along 
the East Corridor Line," 
Wilson County Mayor 
and RTA Vice Chair 
Randall Hutto said. "The 

addition of Hamilton 
Springs is further proof 
that transit is booming in 
our region and we are 
proud to be able to pro-
vide another viable op-
tion for new and veteran 

riders traveling to down-
town Nashville. We are 
very excited to continue 
to watch Hamilton 
Springs grow and 
thrive.” 

 The station is a 

total investment of $4.1 
million, not including the 
generous land donation 
by Jack Bell and Rick 
Bell. It is a true regional 
partnership of several 

agencies and organi-
zations, including the 
RTA, the Federal 
Transit Administra-
tion, the Nashville 
Area Metropolitan 
Planning Organiza-
tion, the City of Leb-
anon, TDOT’s Long-
Range Planning Divi-
sion, and Horn 
Springs Develop-
ment, Inc. 

 “It is hard to 
believe it was a little 
over a year ago that 

we were celebrating the 
groundbreaking of this 
station and the moment 
where the region’s first 
transit-oriented develop-
ment took its first step 

from drawings and 
dreams toward rail 
and reality,” RTA 
CEO Steve Bland 
said. “As Middle 
Tennessee continues 
to experience un-
precedented growth, 
transit-oriented de-
velopment projects 
like Hamilton 
Springs are essential 
to provide increased 
mobility options 
through the creation 

of livable, walkable com-
munities that encourage 
riding the train and other 
multi-modal transporta-
tion options.” 



 

 



 

 



 



 

Human Resources is doing a Monthly Employee Giveaway. We have several fun items 
for you to pick from. All Wilson County Employees will have a chance to win during 

their anniversary month. Please contact HR at 615-466-5152  

or 615-466-5138 to claim your prize.  

 

October 2018 Winners  

Shelly Shrum- UT AG Extension 

Mary Carney- EXPO Center 

Paula Heird- Animal Control 

Carol Dedman- Veteran’s Office 

Gregory Volsco- Mt. Juliet Library 

 

Stay Connected with Mayor Hutto and the Wilson County Mayor’s Office! Follow Mayor 
Hutto on Twitter and Facebook. Also be sure to check out our website for information on 

all county offices. 





This month the 
Wilson County 
Connection high-
lights the office 
of the Wilson 
County Election 
Commission. 
Made up of four 
employees: Ad-
ministrator, Phil-
lip Warren, As-
sistant Adminis-
trator Tammy 
Smith and 
Deputies Me-
lia Anderson 
and Kathryn 
McClesky not 
to mention 
350 dedicated 
poll officials; 
it is the Mis-
sion of the 
Wilson Coun-
ty Election 
Commission 
to ensure the 
integrity of 
every vote 
cast in Wilson 
County by 
administering 
election law and 
procedures equal-
ly and fairly to 
all, by providing 
the most effi-
cient, accurate 
and secure elec-
tion process pos-
sible, and, in all 
our endeavors, to 
exceed the expec-
tations of the vot-
ers, taxpayers and 
citizens of Wil-

son County in 
accountability 
and competence.  
 
The Administra-
tor is appointed 
by the five-
member county 
Election Com-
mission. The 
county Election 
Commissioners 

are appointed by 
the seven-
member State 
Election Com-
mission who are 
elected by the 
State Legislature.  

 
The Election 
Commission 
serves the voters 
of Wilson County 
by administering 
Federal, State, 

County and Mu-
nicipal elections 
for the voters of 
Wilson County. 
The Election 
Commission is 
responsible for 
voter registration, 
campaign finance 
filings, and many 
other daily activi-
ties all to protect 

the integrity of 
every vote cast 
and provide fair 
and honest elec-
tions in Wilson 
County. 
  
The administra-
tion of elections 
is an area of pub-
lic service that is 
constantly chang-
ing. Protecting 
the integrity of 

every vote cast 
by Wilson Coun-
ty voters is top 
priority.  Wilson 
County is one of 
the first jurisdic-
tions in the nation 
to have a voter 
verified paper 
trail voting sys-
tem. Introduced 
in August of 

2016, the 
Express 
Vote voting 
system has 
increased 
voter confi-
dence and 
streamlined 
the voting 
experience 
during Early 
Voting and 
on Election 
day. Cyber-
security has 
become an 
integral part 
of the em-
ployees 
work at the 

Election Com-
mission. Working 
closely with state 
and federal offi-
cials they work 
daily to improve, 
maintain and 
monitor all the 
technological 
components of 
the office to en-
sure fair and hon-
est elections with 
no outside influ-
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The Election 
Commission 
serves the voters 
of Wilson County 
by administering 
Federal, State, 
County and Mu-
nicipal elections 
for the voters of 
Wilson County. 
The Election 
Commission is 
responsible for 
voter registration, 
campaign finance 
filings, and many 
other daily activi-
ties all to protect 
the integrity of 
every vote cast 
and provide fair 
and honest elec-
tions in Wilson 
County. 
  
The administra-
tion of elections 
is an area of pub-
lic service that is 
constantly chang-
ing. Protecting 
the integrity of 
every vote cast 
by Wilson Coun-
ty voters is top 
priority.  Wilson 
County is one of 
the first jurisdic-
tions in the nation 
to have a voter 
verified paper 
trail voting sys-
tem. Introduced 
in August of 
2016, the Express 
Vote voting sys-
tem has increased 
voter confidence 

and streamlined 
the voting experi-
ence during Early 
Voting and on 
Election day. Cy-
bersecurity has 
become an inte-
gral part of the 
employees work 
at the Election 
Commission. 
Working closely 
with state and 
federal officials 
they work daily 
to improve, main-
tain and monitor 
all the technolog-
ical components 
of the office to 
ensure fair and 
honest elections 
with no outside 
influence. No 
part of the voting 
system is ever 
connected to the 
internet or can be 
accessed by wire-
less devices. Vot-
er registration is a 
daily task that 
protects each 
vote. The Elec-
tion Commission 
staff processes 
over 1500 new 
voter registra-
tions, address 
changes, dupli-
cate registrations 
and other regis-
tration mainte-
nance activities 
each month. They 
maintain the rec-
ords of over 
80,000 eligible 
voters in Wilson 
County and that 
number grows 
each day.   
   
In 2011, the Elec-
tion Commission 

with support from 
the county began 
restoration of the 
Old Lebanon Post 
Office. The 
Grand Opening 
for the Post Of-
fice was on 
March 30th, 1915 
and on March 
30th, 2015 a Ten-
nessee Historical 
marker was un-
veiled commem-
orating the 100th 
anniversary. Ren-
ovating the Old 
Post Office for 
continued use as 
a public building 
proved to be a 
significant cost 
savings over the 
cost of a new 
building.  
  
Streamlining 
work processes in 
the office and 
utilizing technol-
ogy to enhance  
traditional record 
creation, mainte-
nance and reten-
tion has increased 
the ability to 
meet the increas-
ing workload of a 
growing county. 
  
The Election 
Commission 
website 
www.WilsonVot
es.com has infor-
mation about eve-
ry aspect of elec-
tions and voting. 
The information 
is kept current 
and is easily ac-
cessible 24/7. 
The Petition 
page, Sample 
Ballot, Early Vot-

http://www.WilsonVotes.com
http://www.WilsonVotes.com


ing Daily Report, 
Election Night 
Reporting and 
other election spe-
cific pages are 
visited by interest-
ed voters regular-
ly. The Election 
Commission’s 
goal is to provide 
information voters 
in Wilson County 
want and need in 
an easy-to-find 
format. For those 
that want in-depth 
information about 
elections, voting 
and elected offic-
es, we have an 
award-winning 

Voter Handbook 
available free on 
our website. The 
Handbook is up-
dated for each 
election cycle.  

We supported 27 
school elections in 
2017. Each year 
the number of 
school elections 
increases. The of-
fice, also, wel-
comes the oppor-
tunity to give 
presentations to 
interested groups 
on any election 
related topic. Over 
the past several 
years we have had 

the great pleasure 
of addressing 
many diverse 
groups in Wilson 
County to inform 
and educate them 
about elections 
and voting. A 
phone call or 
email is all it 
takes to arrange a 
presentation for 
your group, club 
or organization.  

  
Early Voting for 
the November 6, 
2018 Federal & 
State General and 
Lebanon, Water-
town & Mt Juliet 

Municipal and 
Wilson County 
Sales Tax Refer-
endum will begin 
on October 17th 
and continue 
through Novem-
ber 1st at all five 
convenient Early 
Voting locations. 
We encourage 
you to take ad-
vantage of Early 
Voting to avoid 
lines, inclement 
weather and to 
vote at a location 
most convenient 
to where you 
work.  

Twenty-six years ago, 
Alive Hospice and the 
owners of the Bluebird 
Café formed a unique 
partnership to raise mon-
ey for end-of-life care in 
Middle Tennessee with 
the Bluebird’s wildly 
popular singer/songwriter 
nights. These special ben-
efit concerts are now 
coming to Wilson Coun-
ty. 

Join hit Nashville song-
writer Doug Johnson 
(Three Wooden Crosses, 
Lucky Moon, Love Like 
Crazy, She Won’t Be 
Lonely Long) and friends 
at the Capitol Theatre in 
Lebanon on October 4. 
VIP tickets include re-

served seating and a 
meet-and-greet with the 
artists after the show. 

Alive & The Bluebird: A 
Benefit Concert at Capi-
tol Theatre  
Featuring Doug Johnson 
and friends 
  
October 4, 2018  |  7 p.m. 
Location: Capitol Thea-
tre, 110 W. Main Street, 
Lebanon 
Tickets available at 
AliveHospice.org/concert 
General admission: $35  |  
VIP tickets $50  
 
Alive’s mission is to pro-
vide loving care for peo-
ple with life-threatening 
illnesses, support to their 

families, and service to 
the community in a spirit 
of enriching lives. This 
includes in-home and in-
patient hospice care, grief 
support, and community 
education. A pioneer in 
the “good death” move-
ment, Alive established 
the third hospice in the 
nation in 1975. Today, it 
remains true to its roots 
as an innovator and lead-
er, helping individuals 
live fully while approach-
ing death. 
www.alivehospice.org 

Alive Hospice has been 
serving Wilson County 
residents since 1975. We 
opened an administrative 
office in Lebanon last 

year to provide grief sup-
port and community edu-
cation closer to home for 
Wilson County residents. 
The address to theLeba-
non Office is 205 W. 
High Street, Suite 102, 
Lebanon, TN 37087 and 
the phone number is 615-
784-4555. 

Administrative office and 
base of operations 
for hospice home 

care teams. Additionally, 
we offer grief counsel-

ing and community edu-
cation programs 
throughout the year. 

Article submitted 

  

http://www.alivehospice.org
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.alivehospice.org%2Four-care%2Fadult-pediatric-care&data=02%7C01%7Cdavenports%40wilsoncountytn.gov%7Cc2ef87d9e84745f552ce08d61d7f37b2%7C15663b99d2094227bd8ee7a65e9c4c8b%7C1%7C0%7C636728829585
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.alivehospice.org%2Four-care%2Fadult-pediatric-care&data=02%7C01%7Cdavenports%40wilsoncountytn.gov%7Cc2ef87d9e84745f552ce08d61d7f37b2%7C15663b99d2094227bd8ee7a65e9c4c8b%7C1%7C0%7C636728829585
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.alivehospice.org%2Four-care%2Fgrief-support&data=02%7C01%7Cdavenports%40wilsoncountytn.gov%7Cc2ef87d9e84745f552ce08d61d7f37b2%7C15663b99d2094227bd8ee7a65e9c4c8b%7C1%7C0%7C636728829585499638&
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.alivehospice.org%2Four-care%2Fgrief-support&data=02%7C01%7Cdavenports%40wilsoncountytn.gov%7Cc2ef87d9e84745f552ce08d61d7f37b2%7C15663b99d2094227bd8ee7a65e9c4c8b%7C1%7C0%7C636728829585499638&
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.alivehospice.org%2Fcommunity%2Flunch-and-learn-series&data=02%7C01%7Cdavenports%40wilsoncountytn.gov%7Cc2ef87d9e84745f552ce08d61d7f37b2%7C15663b99d2094227bd8ee7a65e9c4c8b%7C1%7C0%7C636728829
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.alivehospice.org%2Fcommunity%2Flunch-and-learn-series&data=02%7C01%7Cdavenports%40wilsoncountytn.gov%7Cc2ef87d9e84745f552ce08d61d7f37b2%7C15663b99d2094227bd8ee7a65e9c4c8b%7C1%7C0%7C636728829








From 1941 to 1944, 

the U.S. Army con-

ducted seven large-

scale maneuvers 

across Middle Ten-

nessee in 21 coun-

ties, including Wil-

son. Cumberland 

University, in Leba-

non, served as the 

Army’s headquar-

ters. 

 

850,000 soldiers 

took part in the sim-

ulated combat oper-

ations that prepared 

them for the D-Day 

invasion and to push 

back the German 

forces. These mas-

sive maneuvers took 

place on the hills, 

the hollows and 

along the rivers of 

Middle Tennessee. 

 

Our soldiers made 

history because such 

massive exercises 

had never been con-

ducted. Military 

leaders agree, the 

skills learned and 

refined here played 

a significant role in 

the Allied Forces 

victory. 

 

The soldiers, land-

owners and observ-

ers deserve to have 

their stories pre-

served. The Tennes-

see Maneuvers Ex-

perience is going to 

do just that with an 

engaging program 

now in the develop-

ment.  

 

The Tennessee Ma-

neuvers Experience 

will retrace these 

epic events in an 

immersive, educa-

tional presentation 

utilizing stage sets, 

lighting, and audio/

visual technologies 

for a captivating ex-

perience in a theater 

configuration. In 

this show, stage per-

formance and docu-

mentary film are 

merged to bring a 

program that is both 

historically accurate 

and entertaining. 

 

Our story is born 

from first person ac-

counts that transport 

us 75 years into our 

past. Audiences will 

hear, see and experi-

ence the reactions of 

a typical, rural Ten-

nessee family when 

their lives are forev-

er changed as the 

events of WWI and 

the maneuvers un-

fold around them. 

 

The Friends of Wil-

son County Veter-

ans Museum, a 501 

(c) (3) corporation, 

is undertaking this 

as its first project. 

Join us for our 

fund-raising event 

and see a 15-minute 

preview of work in 

production in the 

making of The Ten-

nessee Maneuvers 

Experience. The 

dollars raised will 

allow us to complete 

the presentation and 

purchase the video 

and sound equip-

ment. Once a venue 

is chosen, we will 

offer the presenta-

tion to school stu-

dents and to the 

public as a tourist 

attraction for Wilson 

County. 

 

For more infor-
mation, contact us 
at in-
fotme2019@gmail.
com of https://
www.facebook.com
/
tennesseemaneu-
versexperiece 
 

Friends of Wilson 

County  

VETERANS MU-

SEUM 

612 W. Main Street 

Lebanon, TN 

37087 

mailto:infotme2019@gmail.com
mailto:infotme2019@gmail.com
mailto:infotme2019@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/tennesseemaneuversexperiece
https://www.facebook.com/tennesseemaneuversexperiece
https://www.facebook.com/tennesseemaneuversexperiece
https://www.facebook.com/tennesseemaneuversexperiece
https://www.facebook.com/tennesseemaneuversexperiece


On September 21, the 
Associates of Vietnam 
Veterans of America, 
Chapter 1004 hosted a 
POW/MIA Recognition 
Day ceremony in 
honor and remem-
brance of our na-
tion’s prisoners of 
war and those 
missing in action. 
Patrons gathered 
for the event in 
Wilson County at 
the Wilson Coun-
ty Veterans Muse-
um. The ceremo-
ny was highlight-
ed by the Missing 
Man Table Cere-
mony, which sym-
bolizes those who 
have not returned 
home, as well as 
stories from the 
son an MIA serviceman 
and a former POW.  City 
of Lebanon Mayor Ber-

nie Ash read a proclama-
tion proclaiming the day 
as POW/MIA Recogni-
tion Day in Lebanon. 
Wilson County Mayor, 

Randall Hutto as well as 
Tn State Governor Bill 
Haslam also drafted reso-

lutions for 
the event.  
Many 
Americans 
across the 
United 
States 
pause to 
remember 
the sacri-
fices and 
service of 
those who 
were pris-
oners of 
war 
(POW), as 
well as 
those who 
are miss-
ing in ac-
tion 
(MIA), 

and their families. All 
military installations fly 
the National League of 
Families’ POW/MIA 
flag, which symbolizes 

the nation’s remembrance 
of those who were im-
prisoned while serving in 
con-
flicts 
and 
those 
who 
remain 
miss-
ing. 
Veteran 
rallies 
take 
place in 
many 
states, 
such as 
Wis-
consin, 
in the 
United 
States 
on Na-
tional 
POW/

MIA Recognition Day. 
United States flags and 
POW/MIA flags are 
flown on this day and 
joint prayers are made for 

POWs and those 
missing in ac-
tion. National 
POW/MIA 
Recognition Day 
posters are also 
displayed at col-
lege or universi-
ty campuses and 
public buildings 
to promote the 
day. Remem-
brance ceremo-
nies and other 
events to ob-
serve the day are 
also held in plac-
es such as the 
Pentagon, war 
memorials and 

museums. 











 



On Thursday, August 30th our Hu-
man Resources department sched-
uled a Customer Service and Train-
ing Day for Wilson County Em-
ployees. Employees gathered in the 
Expo Center for 2 separate sessions 
about how we can better serve our 
citizens. Employees also engaged in 
team building exercises.  

Ms. Aziza Ali was our guest speak-
er, who is the current Learning 

Manager at Four Seasons Resort 
Orlando at Walt Disney World and 
has 7 years training experience at 
Walt Disney World in Parks and 
Resorts including Epcot and Dis-
ney’s Grand Floridian Resort and 
Spa.  She also spent 3 years in Cor-
porate Training at Disney’s Corpo-
rate Office for SeaWorld Parks for 
their 12 SeaWorld Busch Gardens 
Park. Ms. Aziza used interactive 
elements of service from years of 

Theme Park magic to inspire pro-
fessionalism and connection in our 
daily customer interactions.   

Light refreshments and lunch were 
provided. Several lucky employees 
won some fun giveaways. Thank 
you to Von Barr and Bethany Mas-
sey for organizing this fun an excit-
ing day for the employees. Every-
one had a fantastic time.  










